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OPINIONS OF THE PRESS 
VILr.ACJI-; DMVKLOPMENT. 



'' An ailmirablc in:inual f^r a yoiinp: curate; Christian in itd 
spirit, but oniinciitly usi't'iil and jiracrical in its sup:^estion8 ; 
lea<linp: to n-.ijular }»i»'ty, ami, witliout apiiarcnt t-ffurt or attempt, 
cliseountenanoiii^ ai]<l ili-<jtlaci;ii' r.t;iati(isni and mere ephemeral 
enthusiasm." — T/tc Civil Srrritt' (inzcite. N D 

** As a puiile or help ti) parocliial mana'jjement, young clcrpymen 
will tind a little book on yUlnijv Devclupmrnt^ af practical use, 
bein^ the results of an old viear's advice telling how to set about 
estal3lishing schools, libraries, savinyrs' banks, and all the cliarit- 
able or industrial adjuncts of a well organized ecclesiastical sys- 
tem." — T/ie Liteinry Gazetle. 

" A little work we stron;j:iy rcconnnend to all young clergy- 
nien. The sterling advice it contains is not a wliit the less valu- 
able for being adniinlsfercd in a (juaint, humorous, and good hu- 
moured st vie. The Old Vicar reads a wholesome lesson to vain 
curates w^ho fniicy t^tar tljcir "Jermo'is are to eidighren the wliole 
world, and give orders to their publishers for copies by thousands. 
Amongst many oilier useful liinls,he exiiorts them to ' avoid gold 
rings, smart chain-, and creaking slioe** ;' likewise to mind well 
their stops, and no mumbllii;'. All our rcadcis will agree as to 
the excellence of this advice." — Briiannia, 

I • " This work, end)odying the a>lviee given by an old vicar to a 

young clergyman newly entering upuii the duties of his vocation, ily. 

as to the means of promoiiPL' the meral luid religious improve- »ettfoldM 

. ment of his lloek, posst ^ses :n: eminently practical character. Its ^-^ 

. table of contents speak vol'.n\;< in its ])raise — made good by a 
j reference to the se^e^al c}i:i].t.i r-j tliere ijvlexed, which collectively . 
I constitute a repertory of valiiablo him- for the management of 
: schools, scho«d and vilhme libraries, play grounds, and public 
I parks, garden aUotments for village liabirar.ts, »{aving banks, emi- 
' gration funds, lodging houses for the workii:g classes, temperance 
ootels, village hospitals, and lastly ]iublic kitchens. The inti- ?REBT, 

■ mate bearing of all tliese subjects on tlie economy of the cottage, 

■ the social elevation of its inmates, and their training in the prac- 
tical duties the liabitun.l neglect of vvliich is incompatible with re- 

■ Hgion, needs not be pointed out. * Nothiiig is so plain: 'tis to 
j mistake it, takes the time and pain.' * Try,' says this truly 
I Christian mentor, * to be the personal friend of all, good and bad. 

If anybody turns to the left down the lane to avoid you, it's your 
fcult — he considers you too good ; and as he does not intend to be 
^ded by your expected adincmitions, he thinks the best way to 
•void a bore without being uncivil is to turn down to tlic left. 
Hate vice, not the vicious.' '' — The Lj'rerpool Mercury. 
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" This little volume owes its origin to a commentj 
sire, on the part of the author, to inculcate moral recti: 
devotional practices through the medium of Christian ] 
and sound teaching. It is written in an earnest an(! 
spirit, and are well calculated to effect the object wh 
writers have in view, and contains some practical liints ( 
management, which no country clergyman should he 
adopt. — Morning Post, 

" ' An Old Vicar' has treated of Village DeveUmni 
little volume, in which he gives excellent advice for 
duct of parochial duties by the clergyman — how h 
take care of the Church and the Church-yard, the Sehoo 
Library ; what the Village should possess, how meetin 
parishioners should be encouraged, and village visiting 
moted. Good sense distinguishes this thoroughly pract 
handbook for the country clergyman.'' — The Critic. 

"Advice to a young clergyman as to the conduct oi 
and the management of his parish, in the form of a lettei 
' Old Vicar.' The earlier part is unexceptionable, but t 
ral — too like a sermon. The particular and longer d 
which follow are of a more useful and practical charuetei 
may look homely and minute ; but it is these qualities wl 
duce to their utility." — Spectator, 

" This little volume seems to be written in a right sp 
contains a good deal of advice, useful to incumbents of 
and others, who have it in their power to improve the 
and habits, and cultivate the intellect and morals of villaj 
lations." — The Builder, 

" With some optimism, and many commonplaces, this 
sonable and sensible little book. The *T)ld Vicar ' expr 
opinions with quaintness — almost with humour ; and his ! 
often of a kind that would be useful were it adopted. 
AthencBum. 

" Village Development is a very sensible little volui 
taining some excellent advice to country clergymen on 
nagement of their churches and the relations in which th( 
to stand to their parishioners. We heartily wish the boo 
clerical circulation, for we are convinced that it is calci 
do great good in a practical and unpretending way. 
Leader, 

london : mountcastle, and co., covent gari 
oxford: slatter and rose. 
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Humanity ! 

At a discussion class the rule was ^^ that those who 
had not spoken should stand up and say something, 
either that they did agree with the proposition, or they 
did not " the object being to give them confidence and 
induce them to pay attention. I feel myself in pub- 
lishing the 2nd part of my book in a somewhat similar 
position, as I have no remark to make, or any one in 
particular to thank; and must also honestly confess 
that I do not consider the time, labour and expense am- 
ply repaid by the approbation of the one convert ; but 
feeling that silence would give the appearance of in- 
completeness, I therefore take this opportunity of ex- 
pressing a hope that everybody may have as much 
pleasure in reading it as I had in writing it. 

Yours respectfully, 

THE AUTHOR. 

I regret having to ask you to correct the following 

MISTAKES. 

Page 45 line 13 for renewal,— read removfil.^- 

47 ,, 5 take out as. 

51 , , 13 for you'll, read— you will. 

, , 15 for will, read— do, 

53 ,,11 for chemicals, read— chemics. 

65 , , 24 for and, read— and to. 

108 , , 12 for a, read— a new. 

, , 19 for space, read— 8pa<;e to. 

112 , , 16 for to, read— is to. 
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THE FINE ARTS. 

The five professions we have now surveyed. 
Three more remain before we come to Trade ; 
These from the five, wiU soon take their affiance, 
I mean the Fine Arts, Literature, and Science, 
That in refining what was thought refined. 
Are now more popular with all mankind ; 
Difiusing knowledge almost out of sight — 
'* This rush-light once, is now electric light ;'* 
Compelling smiths hard problems to debate. 
From chalk-drawn figures on a boiler plate — 
Compelling school-boys to compose a rhyme. 
Maternal fondness will pronounce "sublime;" 
And the young artist first essay to draw 
His sister s likeness on the pigsty door. 
With gratitude may our great men be thought on. 
Who by their wisdom do our labours shorten : 
The Arts describe what Science would convey. 
And Literature does gently lead the way ; 
Thus hand in hand may always they be seen. 
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Sowing the earth until again it's green. 
Yielding a harvest, that when ripe shall fall 
Spontaneously, before the God of all. 

The Fine Arts better take the first in turn ; 

The Fine Arts more or less we all do learn. 

To draw however bad, still not defined. 

As goose-quiU more than pencil has designed— 

Describe a ^udiset, and if well you do it. 

Your friend as elearly in his mind will view it, 

Detail the picture — see the beams now fade. 

Longer and softer grows the ample shade^ 

Gleam after gleam your watching out of &ight> 

When lo ! — the mOon has changed the i^iade to Bgbt,^ 

So black the shadow nowy you long to save 

The object falling into its own grate ; — 

One last look at the silver-girdled sea. 

Then home to a^rm-chair, fire, toast and tea. 

O ! for the poeisn that describes so clear 

A sunset, for a model would {dace here. 

At the Museum hopeless to obtain. 

Where one large room, the index can't contain. 

And what is more, the title I've forgot, 

To hunt the index through, I'd rather not ; 

But you remember many a one described. 

In nice detail with pictures could hs(ve vied ; 



Therefore accept it as a certain law, 
A man may illustrate, who cannot draw. 

The Arts are visions through volition stealing. 
And whilst they teach, may influence the feeling ; 
With books there is lliis difference between. 
You ill imagine, if not like have seen ; 
But Art in full magnificence appears^ 
And boldly introduces new idens; 
The lesson short, attention does not swerve. 
The whole is plain. before you, to observe ; 
The story thus complete is not effaced. 
Therefore in mind more solidly embraced. 

If Nature, we attentively survey'd, 
On us the same impression would be made. 
But most, not having theur attention taught, 
Observe the picture as the paintet*s thought. 
And calmly state as they survey the fixture, 
" That Nature's really very like die picture." 
A picture, also, if it's good atid clever. 
And well hung up, may there remain for ever. 
Telling the story to all future ages, 
And books to know, you must turn o'er the pages. 
Books when first new, in thousands are produced. 
Soon shelved if worthless, worthy, litde used. 
If quoted, " duriosity " will mark 
The title, but not in the book embark. 



€f I'll read it when I've time) and here's another 
** I'll also note, and place it by the other ; 
So on, the book not having left its station. 
Only the title's got a reputation. 
Thus Humbug fills her shelves, to taste not pander'd, 
" They're there, because I always buy the standard." 
A picture's influence you may decide. 
Is less, that is if it*s not multiplied ; 
'* Mahomet to move is very slow, 
" And books to Mahomet can freely go." 
The finest subject, fearing no opposer. 
May deck the parlour of a rich old grocer ; 
His customers, he will admit to see. 
And strangers, if they buy a pound of tea — 
Thus the poor picture, turned to a decoy. 
Instead of teaching Nature to enjoy. 
The varnish soon by flies and sugar tainted. 
Might just as well, or better, not been painted. 
But if it once gets hung in some good station. 
No private gallery, but one of the Nation, 
Where all may come and learn, and there remain. 
Admire, return, and still return again. 
Will find their minds do gradually expand. 
Until the subject they have in command. 
All they now see will penetrate the mind. 
And beauty, in the meanest object find ; 



This then is wisdom, at a picture look. 

Then understand God's, Man's, and Nature's book. 

Now to the Arts as Arts ourselves incline. 
And see the progress making in that line — 
Know first, this difficulty's an objection, 
** In Art we never can attain perfection ;" 
We have no standard, therefore one is taken. 
Find by degrees our fond opinion shaken. 
Zealous for truth, defend with wit and pen. 
But age brings more experience, and then 
Softening our censure (conscience inly smitten,). 
Regret at heart, we have so ably written. 
But Art to rouse no doubt must use Enthusiasm'— 
Peter the Hermit, O'Connell, Puritanism, 
All urged a truth, in zeal have callen, 
** Awake, arise, or be for ever fallen," 
All know the truth, who think, think that they know it. 
And therefore, outwardly compelled to shew it, 
In fiery light, extravagantly grand, 
**FoUow our footsteps to the promised land;" 
But zeal's so often blind, and they deride. 
All who in feeling, will not coincide. 
And like a funnel deeper they descend — 
Get more contracted, and more close defend^. 
The once allow'd analogy now sever. 
Cast from the mind comparison for ever^ 
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And starting with desire, faults to mead, 
Ma^ find at the last, 'tis falsehood they defend ; 
Thus in their flight ascend to the extatic. 
And from enthusiast turn to the fanatic. 

O ! had they read Pon Quixote with attention. 
That common sense book in profound invention. 
Thy follies, wisdom indirectly taught. 
How hobby riding of you made a sport. 
In self-love you fanatical became. 
Hated simplicity and deemed her tame. 
You battled but to please the fair Dulcinia 
I Humbug fight to free the fair Lavinia — 
Give me thy earnestness which few surpass 
Give me thy honor, and thy basin brass-^ 
Give me thy scorn of luxury and we;alth. 
Thy horse and foibles keep them for thyself. 

We want a standard, I myself have taken 
One, which from chHdhood never has been shaken. 
Truth in its outline has been cut indelible. 
Speaking to memory as if impellible. 
In colour bright, not dazzling, or sever 
The eye and mind, you look at it for ever. 
And power, Ihe conscience does so sharply strike. 
That turning pray you may perform the like, [Wilson, 
O ! Reynolds, Gainsborough, Morland Stubbs, and 
Hopner, Hogarth, Romney, Jteade and Dobson, 



Greater, more powerful ther^ are besides. 

But I will dwell with thee, my rule and guides. 

You worshipped truth, as truth, with earnest nerve. 

To false esteemed perfection would not swerve. 

No flattering day-fly work in idle wantony 

But stuck to Nature's book like good St. Anthony, 

These be my guides, as others have confessed 

They're sound and good, content for me the best. 

Alone responsible for what I think^ 

They've proved not poison, therefore freely drink, 

No Humbug here, let others homage pay. 

In wild devotion, then retrace their way ; 

These — I can love wilii all my main and might, 

" He can't go wrong, who swerves not from the right,' 

But don't I feel a pull upon the bridle. 
And parson say, you're making Art your idol. 
As educated, you of Art thus speak. 
What must we fear in those who're blind and weak. 
Where you see through, the pathway having trod. 
They, — in the picture, may forget their Gop : 
The question is Sir, did they ever know him ? 
Might not a picture therefore help to shew him ? 
Paint a fine Picture, say of St, Ignatius, 

Persuade a that he is good and gracious. 

That by his life, great works, he is decreed 
For the poor sinner, Christ to intercede. 



To humbly seek the throne, to man not given, 
A Saint must be his advocate in Heaven, 
Therefore our calendar is free to choose 
These heavenly windows, heaven can't refuse; 
If hell believe, he'll worship and adore. 
His knees, the pavement will wear out before. 
Be so enthralled with imbrued love elate. 
The Saints reputed vice e'en imitate. 
In fact be so content with him, he'd rather 
Forget he still has got a Heavenly Father. 

Those days are gone for Art on Faith to step on- 
Religion wins by taking Humbug's weapon ; 
Point to the glass eyes of this fiery brand. 
And Jack-like liberate the dust and sand^ 
Then fear not ignorance by Art be frighted. 
Give it a chance, and it will be delighted. 

If modern, were with ancient Art compared. 
The ancient, in reward has better fared, 
A picture finished, heralded by fame. 
At once immortalized the artist's name. 
Crowds upon crowds, the subject flocked to view. 
Pronounced their judgment, and in them a true. 
Not then demanded the ubiquitous shilling. 
To grossly taint the truth she was instilling : 
But in free favour to insure its cause. 
Earned from the multitude, a just applause* 
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An artist in those days^ possessed of powers^ 
Might be compared to orators, in ours; 
The English as a body love the platform. 
Knowledge will come more soothingly in that form ; 
Th' action, manners, rhetoric, please the fancy. 
These they can criticise as they the man see. 
The subject is a secondary cause, 
'* The cart load's lost in seeing how he draws." 
This,— their excitement as the mind is wanting, 
'Tis action to the eye, sets pleasure panting. 
And orators require pluck and nerve. 
Which, England does delight in, to observe, 
'* Let's see the fight if they will bear up stout, 
" Hold firm their purpose to the end throughout ; 
Thus free to hear or not, as may them suit. 
Every thing free, except free to refute. 
No time for argument, the lecture o'er. 
The wave before conclusion ope's the door. 
And as he's finishing and thanks to greet. 
Is silenced by the hustling of the feet : 
We're so impatient that we have no time — 
Action with us is construed as " sublime," 
And therefore we may say upon the whole, 
" The British Nation has not got a Soul." 

Thus having cleared the ground, again we start. 
And see how now gets on the School of Art, 
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Fame first jjag-y fire bis breast to glory earn, 
But when his labour's locked up, takes ^ turn. 
Now in my studies, will not talent tease. 
To pai^t for fame is useless, pwt to please. 
They will upt follow to my ;9.i>;?dou9 flight. 
Why cry ^ Excelsior ? ' wh^n I'm out of sight. 
Repeat my subjects, give up taking pains. 
That's what I'll do, and double thus my gains ; 
If my best picture's bought, ^.nd stowed ^wo^j, 
I'll multiply, aud make the public pay. 
The subject copy, and again I'll ipaitate. 
Those who now buy them caanot discriminate. 
They see it is my subject, through the plaster. 
And in the subject, recognise the master ; 
The picture's no " rapport " from those who view. 
That's why bad copies q,re reputed true. 
Those of old masters are by thousands made. 
And Art must flourish somehow, " trade is trade " 
But ** no soul " must have something to regard. 
He has no room to hang them by the yard. 
So cabinet or easel's now the rage, 
And genius to this mark must set her gage^ 
Must earn by great display of labour now. 
And bear comparison with " Gerrard Dow," 
** Look at that work, sir,'' (spirit is a crime) 
*^ See — ^here is an impieuse amouut of time, 
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This he can judge of^ and for this he pays. 
For this the artist gets his meed of praise — 
No wonder then Ihat genius cannot soar, 
** Happy's the man who's rid of such a bore/' 
Conteiit these well spioed mummies to produce. 
These he can practically make of use. 
So grinds along in affluent disparity. 
And pawns his soul for folly's popularity. 

But we could mention some, who hold the right. 
Give with each touch a source of new delight. 
Induce a conversation unawares. 
And make the Fathers tremble for their chairs^ 

About ihe new Art school, I now must write, 
I mean the ^elf-styled, why Pre-Raphaelite ? 
Will, they know best, they might have had a rasher. 
But their first rule is " be an anti-dasher," 
So painfully tho' ingeniously they try. 
To paint the living, living, to outvie. 
The standard rules of Art they disregard. 
Their picture's therefore bon^ fide " Hard," 
Thus bitten out, surprise commands the sense. 
You're gratified in the extreme pretence. 
This evil has increOfSed, it's to be fear'd, 
T^e first one thftt I saw, it had appear'd, 
Th' impression was so strong, I can't forget. 
It stands out visible in memory yet. 
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Too soon did Manchester, the curtain drop, 

Ere she'd enclosed the famed " Carpenter's Shop," 

If soul can speak in pictures, soul spoke there. 

You felt the power ere you were aware — 

That wounded hand, the mother's weeping eyes ; 

The father leaning forward in surprise ; 

St John the Baptist, water in his bowl, 

Feeling prophetic influence on the soul. 

In hesitation stands, his features shew 

Something mysterious, — what, — he does not know. 

The cattle own an interest, half enter. 

The very shavings seem to point the centre ; 

Where is it gone ? I much should like to view it, 

** Keep first impressions," might have cause to rue it ; 

A thing of beauty, is a joy for ever. 

But if Art hold its own, it's very clever. 

That they are hard, I think can't be denied. 

The air-perspective's also set aside. 

Then with such labour — pity to detect. 

Some lines as curiously incorrect; 

The colouring so dazzling for discernment. 

Hung by their neighbours, breaks the sixth command- 

And if to view them cahnly you prepare, [ment 

Command the eye, and make you know they're there : 

Why cannot they tone down those bricks ; llie sedges 

Oppose as hundred-bladed-knives, all edges. 
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By deed, the word are ready to endorse. 
And in your fear, compelled to own their force ; * 
Thus speaking, is pronounced a work of merit. 
When if not for " the soul " you could not bear it ; 
Yet about some there is so much of feeling. 
That heart forgets the eye in thus appealing. 

Let me explain better, if I state on 
One I saw, t'will illustrate, by Paton, 
The left hand corner first room, its position. 
In fifty-fives Academy Exhibition, 
If you remember it, you have discem'd. 
The wounded Soldier to his home return'd. 
The calm affection in his mournful eye. 
That would not droop, if call'd upon to die ; 
The mother leaning o'er him, inly blesses. 
The wife before him, tenderly embraces. 
The deep large heart speaks in her uptum'd gaze, 
Happy the woman, such a heart displays ; 
See the details exact, yet kept behind. 
Do not claim notice, till you are inclined 
The white stone has the hearth-edge overspread. 
Still, asks not that the eye be to it led; 
The whole so soft, so delicate, yet firm. 
So ** gentlemanlike,"* if I may use the term, 

* Not "gentlemanly'' to thus approve always sounds as half an 
msult, gentlemanly is the plated representation with no ring in it, — 
Humbug in holiday clothes. The priest and Levite's conduct was 
gentlemanly, the good Samaritan's was gentlemanlike. 
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Possesses so much power in tepose, 
And*feeds the mind, till pleasantly you dose. 
Another School of Art, does some enlist^ 
Who may be styled ^^ the Children of the Mist,'* 
Whose works seem covered with a sort of haze. 
Like heat, that round the wintery stove-pipe plays. 
They feeling this, do here and there stand out, 
A head, protruding like a gurgoile spout. 
And so transfix the leer, or wince of pain, 
You feel that Nature'U ne'er be seen again ; 
Others, the cream of roses seem to breathe ' 
And light's reflections everywhere receive, 
Th' insipid life display'd on forms so flat. 
Cause a regret you shaded with your hat. 
But not class with this school, the Art of Prailce, 
Whose atmosphere the work does so enhance. 
Gives such a halo, to set off and sweeten. 
That England must confess, she here is beaten. 
Of one more work, a few words may be said. 
Upon " the class in Village School," by Faed, 
Here Nature seems no longer as a riddle. 
The two extremes have here met in the middle. 
The whole so natural, and so convincing. 
You feel it sharp, without the pain of wincing^ 
The atmosphere is grateful, and subdues 
The whole, yet no detail you fear to loose. 
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The windowJintled shadow takes yon ottt. 
And gives extetifsiotf, by direcrtitig doabt ; 
This atmosphere'^s itoprored, and with more care, he 
Has worked to toetry ill Highlatid Mary. 
Altho' I wish ttt speftk lior be fastidious^ 
To. individualist is still inviditrcis, 
So many works ofrfifc^dettl titerit stand. 
In bright remfettibranee beautify the land. 
And tho' they justly ate {t6m view, in private. 
The cute Sight-«eer sottie iow does cotitrive it: 
Those bold adventurers fearing naught, disdain*^ 
The narrow limits of the Queetfs domaiit. 
And known and unknoiv^n i^egioiis d^tt descry. 
The coal-hole rummage, as the mbuntain high, 
Still as 'they riiri their rig, will look about. 
Chance hear of something scarce, then hunt it out. 
Climb, scramble, wheedle, bribe, insult, annoy. 
To say ^^ I've seen it," is a fearful joy ; 
Not by the art or beauty were they led. 
But just to go where angels fear to tread. 

The nation should award her grateful thanks. 
To Messrs. Vernon, Rogers, and Sheepshanks, 
Of Turner's public offering not intrude 
Here, silence best Would speak our gratitude ; 
The calm request with Sheepshank's benefaction. 
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Appears not to have met with satisfaction. 
His gift on Sunday's still shut from our view, 
'* England feels hard the influence of the' pew " — 
Sir Andrew Agnew with his cold dry bill. 
Would draw and quarter, not content to kill. 
And thou great Wilberforce wouldst now review. 
The thoughts of thy " impracticable view/* 
Thou gentle gentleman, how couldst thou go 
And try our inborn faith to overthrow. 
Make quicksand for the foot-sole of the brave, 
And give the dying, an uncertain grave. 
When will our Pharisees conceive it fit. 
To take the sheep on Sunday out the pit. 
Delight in calm enjoyment, all, they'd balk, 
" Sunday's a day of rest, and not of work," 
And literally this law they try to keep, 
At church, at home, all day they go to sleep. 
The very infant's prattle gets a warning. 
And Sunday's tum'd into a day of mourning. 

*^ But where to stop, allowing pleasure good, 
** Once make a breach, and you'd let in the flood ? 
The pleasure that heaven loves best is meditation. 
This, out of Church in passive recreation. 
No one should be compell'd for us to please 
By labour, thus would lose his weU-eamed ease, 
Therefore the Sunday bands are wrong, it's clear 
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If labouring for our pleasure they appear 

If bands^ tben whj not concerts and the play ? 

To be condatent, lliese we'd also pay^ 

And gradually the heart on pleasure set^ 

Would really " it is Sunday " quite forget. 

Besides annoying some by profanation. 

Who are entitled to consideration ; 

But if the music's sacred or confessed, 

A noble feeling by it is expressed. 

Then bands are right and all that you could mention. 

It's not llie thing itsdf but the intention. 

But in works of necessity we are bound. 

So recreation room should now be found. 

Clearly then places of calm observation 

On Sunday should be open to the Nation, 

This injures no one, no objection plead 

Can ihey to this boon, therefore may eoncede. 

Here walking round Grod'fe works and man's survey. 

And who knows inly not, be led to pray. 

May also learn by contemplation led. 

To ask for knowledge with their daily bread; 

The attendants to keep order in sobriety. 

May sit in peace and read ** Pike's Early Piety 'V 

As order's well maintained, we now behave 

As almost all aulliority to wave. 

The poor man has no pictures to delight,. 
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His home so cheerless doQ^s look best at night, 
When gUmmering light the dirt in shadow hides. 
Then cheer'd by gin, feels less how woe betides; 
O think of this ye rich men in your pride. 
No longer let the useless be denied. 
Learn in your judgments just discrimination. 
Between excitement and calm meditation, 
And not in blindly sticking to the letter, 
Befuse the chance to make the poor man better ; 

Alas extremes of life are far apart, 
Alas extremes of thought, shut up the heart, 
Alas we live in ignorance and doubt. 
And having, care not others go without. 

Ere I conclude the subject I would tarry. 
And the consideration further carry. 
All the exciting pleasures stand condemned 
That have not worship for their aim and end, 
If you can in your conscience further view, 
And dance, play, sing, and laugh to god, so do. 
Your heart must be your guide, in that 'tis clear 
No one should practically interfere. 
It's as a public man I urge the cause. 
And freedom must not yet forego the laws. 
The good time long hoped some day will arise. 
Where nothing will be wrong before His eyes. 
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Yes these three patrons England well may thank^ 
With Beaumont, Alleyn, Soane, placed in the rank. 
The real committee also here enfranchised are. 
Who circled art succesfully at Manchester, 
But Soane stands hardly fair to public view. 
And Alleyn is .to us but half way true. 
As pilgrims, people have not time to spare 
None go to Dulwich but those who go there. 
To see again what they before have seen. 
Just for a treat, to keep their memory green. 
But why should art in London only centre. 
To gratify th' occasional frequenter, 
'Twill never be until the country town. 
Has space for art whose birth gave it renown ; 
However much success in gratitude 
May wish its home repay, it does intrude 
Its best work finished with deserved attention. 
The Mayor rejects in flattering condescension. 
We fully feel your wish our town to grace. 
The fact is really we have not a place, 
" You know at first. Art slight expense entails, 
*^ And ratepayers would refuse to pay for nails, 
*^ Conceive what clamour 'gainst us it would bring 
*^ If our accounts were also charged with string, 
" Therefore I must refuse for the Town Hall, 
** For Art, we have no other place at all ; 
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" Here you will ne'er at pictures take a view at, 
*• They burnt in eflSgy good Mr. Ewart, 
The constables to keep the peace did see them. 
When his bill passed for news room and museum, 
*^ This proves rejection is not overstated, 
" Or public spirit have I underrated ; . 
" Therefore you can to others give a warning, 
" And now sir kindly wish you a good morning ". 

The plan a church to get reverse apj^es. 
If for a picture gaUery he tries. 
Glass ! asks the church if she the hare has go^ 
She asks the picture wisher, where's your pot ? 
Yes, when a town can say we have a room 
For pictures, and the public free may come. 
Not long be bare the walls as soon be sent. 
Good, bad, grand, so so, and indifferent. 
There they could stare, and talk and also learn. 
The bad ones to hang high, the good discern ; 
The eye thus pleased in them it will arouse, 
A wish to titivate their dead lead house. 
But here I will on pictures now intrude. 
That represent indecent attitude. 
Some its impossible they harm could mean, 
Altho' there's not a garment to be seen. 
But nymphs and satyres dancing to display. 
Heathen mythology that's had its day, 
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And sottish boors thus steeped in sensuality, 

Think drunkenness is their eventuality. 

These are unworthy of the artist skill. 

Who educates should purity instil, 

A picture off the easel safe position. 

Must preach forth good or evil as its mission, 

Responsibility does therefore rest. 

On those to whom our morals we intrust. 

And if it caused the innocent to blush. 

Or the repentant heart once more to crush. 

Forgetting in example right endeavour. 

May failing fall and be as bad as ever ; 

Tho' tints here shine you've not before display'd, 

Tho' drawing such that on it fame be lay'd, 

Tho' shade's transparent, flesh be pearly white. 

Some day you'll wish it ne'er had seen the light. 

And feel in thinking on your past endeavour, 

" A work of baseness is a curse for ever." 

Now let us turn to beauty's brightest hope. 
Who on plain bread and water wills to cope. 
Scorning impediments he sees the goal. 
An artist feels himself in sense and soul :* 



* Sense, The animal formation in man, it is usual to put heart and 
soul, but heart is the fermentation of the spirit acting on the soul. 
The soul is the intellectual imd the spirit is the universal gift of God to 
man. 
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Tho' other paths be opened to earn fame, 
I'll Art advance and disregard a name" 
" See all and know all to my object bend," 
" Forgetful of all else to gain my end," 
How came this noble feeling in his heart. 
In slow progression, or a heavenly dart ? 
An orphan he did with his Aunt reside. 
And left her lap to crawl the mountain side. 
No doubting fear his little heart appalls, 
'Tis God that guides him gently, as he crawls. 
Basking unconsciously he seeks the light. 
And with his hands upraised crows with delight. 
Now cheek on turf, the daisy tries to ope. 
Or strokes the grass that's waving down the slope. 
Or pulls of gay wild flowers half a score. 
Surveys them in his checker'd pinafore. 
Till tired puts them 'neath his half closed eyes. 
Then softly slumbering on the turf he lies ; 
Ah ! happy child if now, thy God would take. 
The Saviour had not suffered for thy sake. 
Thou wouldst have been to him a friend indeed. 
But then he had not proved the good at need. 
Better then, from thy baby throne be hurled 
To fight and battle in a stone cold world, 
Better that snubbing should thy heart anneal 
And by the fire tempered prove it steel. 
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But now he finds his Aunt has poor subsistence 

And he must work if he'd support existence. 

So to the village asking for employ. 

Becomes a grocer's active errand boy. 

Yet still the beam-lights dance about his heart. 

To all he does and sees, it rays impart. 

At barley drops and peppermint will gaze he. 

And in them see his buttercup and daisy ; 

But to be sent on errands in the night. 

This he would cherish as a great delight. 

The gas so brightly dazzling to his eyes 

Awakes in him the feeling of surprise. 

The contrast powerful in the extreme,. 

When some sharp object intercepts the beam. 

Would cause him here to pause and inly try 

To trace the line till darkness did defy. 

Thus he enjoy'd, which all can in their station 

The luxury of silent observation; 

Well it so chanc'd as one day he did stop, 

(How could he help it,) at a picture shop. 

The master idly looking out for trade 

The boy ask'd how such wonders could be made. 

The enquiry pleased him and to prove it true. 

Told him the very little that he knew. 

Then kindly his materials explained 

Their use and purposes he also named ; 
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But now the boy's soul beaming in his eye 
Asks to be taught tho' fearing the reply^ 
Prays the old man will let him come again^ 
As afler work he longer could remain ; 
O that dance home^ his mind is every where^ 
And pictures line the road as booths a fair. 
So often he repairs there of an evening, 
His soul to Art now rapidly is leavening, 
* Intense attention looks as if transfix'd. 
Save but his head which from the colour mix'd 
To picture, then to palate back does come. 
Just like a ho;rizontal pendulum. 
Thus silent, fearing he may interrupt. 
At last the question does come out abrupt. 
The manner would imply he was incensed. 
So sharp it comes, in language so condensed. 
His friend more calm explaining by degrees. 
He interludes with. Yes ! O ! Ah ! and Please, 
Sucks in the knowledge like a moisten'd sponge 
To paint " eternity " this moment plunge. 
Now thoughts arise that makes his head stand high. 
He feels in full resolve the words " I'll try " 
No hesitation to pursue the plan. 
So begs the scrapings of the treacle can ; 
Soon on the floor the whity-brown is laid. 
And boldly thumbs his thoughts in light and shade. 
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This proud attempt placed opposite his bed, 

Beceives the first ray that the sun will shed. 

Then patiently he waits with sleepless eyes. 

To feel again his self approval rise ; 

He thinks his master should his feelings share. 

And for his praise he inly does prepare. 

His master ^^ humphs "' and careless lays it down, 

Alas, alas, adhesion to the gown 

Of mistress, his design may now be seen. 

Telling the fearftil accident there's been ; 

His bundle packs and quickly leaves the place. 

Flying from punishment in fear'd disgrace, 

And seeks his friend, then pleading unresistant. 

Is taken for his meals as his assistant ; 

Here ruminating little more does learn. 

Except that in the shop he does discern. 

The different styles of Art, and as he waits. 

His favourite subjects inly contemplates. 

Nothing is by chance which chance appears* 

And chance his way to public honour clears^ 

By chance a gentleman to art inclined, 

* Choice, 18 a word used to explain necessary consequences ; if cer* 
tain complications are united, certain consequences must follow if there 
are no o&er powers brought to bear, which if existing would produce 
other certain consequences. Chance is the prolific mother of fiuries, 
witdies, ghosts, &c., to assist ignorance in arriying at just conclusions. 
Any thing you really, rightly, and reasonably wish, must happen soon- 
er or later, if you ttdce the proper means to set about it, this, is the 
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Brought here a favourite picture to be lined^ 
And looking round his spare time to employ. 
By chance observed the contemplative boy. 
And as his answers justly do enhance him. 
The gentleman determined to advance him ; 
This is the noblest act he can perform 
To help on genius though she's ne'er forlorn. 
To think, that when he on his death bed lays. 
For that great man I found the means ^d ways ; 
And tho' the thought may'nt serve as his immunity. 
He may be grateful for the opportunity. 
To aU his friends he says a kind good bye, 
(WeVe many firiends until we friendship try. 
And youth in sheer kind heart confers attention. 
Which tho' accepted, not made with pretension. 
Forgets the person in the joy of shewing it. 
And soon gets popular without his knowing it,) 
All but his good old patron he's deferr'd. 
Never will he forget his parting word. 
And as a keepsake, tho' it cost a copper. 
Gives the old man a tin tobacco stopper. 

- ■ * 

security for the eyentual happiness of the world, right must live, wrong 
must die. Chance, is also the pet decoy word of insurance offices 
against loss by fire, premature death, &c., and of clubs, lodges, &c., 
to protect men against their own stupidity, thus supi>orting the weak 
deceptively, through the healthy and carefUl to the detrimental 
inutih'ty of the Saving's Bank. 
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But now in London he will make a name / 

And ease for ever gone will follow fame. 

Resistless burns the fever of renown. 

In hopes some day, reward his work will crown. 

At the Academy his labours spread, 

(May he some day a new one raise instead,) 

In firm resolves proceed Dlustrious youth. 

And virtue teach thee to paint truth, as truth. 

His captive soul now bums in generous heat. 

And Science smiling, daily does retreat, 

Beason assists him with her brightest ray. 

And shrinks his modest doubts in opening day. 

No well meant kindness lures him from her light. 

No praise relax, no difficulties fright. 

No tempting novelty can him detain. 

With day-light he is at his work again. 

Beauty he loves, but that it may impart 

Its charm and thus may stimulate his heart. 

Disease on him can never gain a hold. 

Or feel her fingers till his blood is cold, 

If thus he works through life, from danger free. 

The very doom of man reversed might be. 

So on the passing world may turn his eyes, 

And daily thank his God he can despise. 

See care and want that sorrow does entail 

On those whom idleness does oft assail — 
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See weak pride yielding guidance up to vanity. 
Until she too is master'd by insanity. 
And affluent power yesterday the trouble 
Of half the world, to-day, an empty bubble ; 
Still onward go in honest work and trust. 
Love Art as Ajrt : not for a natfon's bust. 
Then shalt thou find that in thy closing days. 
Thy own good conscience is thy greenest bays. 

Now he a studio sets up in proficiency. 
And trusts to his right hand for a sufficiency. 
Here by degrees collects his models round, 
'Gainst ceilmg, wall, door, window, on the ground. 
His rule " buy anywhere if it be cheap — 
** A fragment's good if it but beauty keep." 
Here black oak furniture with plaster casts. 
Covered with quaint old dresses, form contrasts. 
Would make one smile to see them thus arrayed. 
But tho' " wit's wardrobe " not to be display 'd — 
Fancy the garments thoughtlessly put on. 
An artist always is " qui vive " for fun, 
Venus in wide awake and old red cloak, 
Apollo holds up trousers as in joke. 
As a young shoe black cupid deftly walks. 
The fighting gladiator is Guy Fawkes, 
Jupiter with Juno noses rub. 
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And tired Hercules surveys a tub- 
Stained glass^ chipped crockery with horns of deer. 
All that is ancient has an ahns-house here. 
And armour of all ages, grimed with rust, 
He'd hang the char-maid if she stirred the dust 
But now his first production's near complete. 
Through this he hopes the public eye to meet. 
The subject tho' well used he thinks will sell. 
So paints the cracked jug and unl\appy girl. 
Though not original the subject's pleasant. 
And the broad folds are easy in the peasant ; 
Also the watery jug does hLdeligh? 
To stick on at the curve that lump of white. 

Has April come so soon ? no future touches 
From these defects not time to take the crutches, 
Well it must go with one more coat of glaze — 
Get but permission, I'll forego the praise, 
** It's gone ; and now how anxiously he waits. 
Vainly he asks the porter at the gates — 
A fortnight, sir, 'twill take for the inspection, — 
Four hundred subjects last year got rejection. 
Till then, I beg from questions you'll desist, 
** I cannot tell until I have the list. 
Prepared now for the worst to be expected. 
The Crystal Palace may take the rejected." 
Then try again, ^^ in faith be never shaken. 
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(The faithless faith want) but, his picture's taken. 
Well pleased is he tho' hung up high 'tis true. 
But luckily it's placed as number two. 
And those who have a Mst, would think it sinning, 
If they did not start fair at the beginning. 
Then duly l^^ok, until the neck gets tired — 
So the first fifty do get well admired. 

In free admission oft he comes to view. 
And what's more to the purpose, study too, 
Notes and examines all the various tints. 
Then home returns to amplify the hints. 

May, June, July, alas he's not been told 
If his production has as yet been sold ; 
At last a letter comes, which is to say 
A lady's bought it, if he'll call, she'll pay, 
And would of an amendment wish to speak. 
The neck looks cold without a handkerchief; 
He calls and does it to her satisfaction. 
His manners simple cause in her attraction ; 
She keeps a school, and by a late disaster 
At present is without a drawing master. 
Therefore if convenient will take him. 
And drawing master to the pupils make him ; 
Now once more in his studio what delight 
To feel the mind at ease, the future bright. 
Surveys the cheque before him fair displayed 
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The first %tone now of my success is laid. 

If I can get suflScient to enjoy 

The few desires of life, and time employ. 

Fulfilling in the purpose my intent, 

'Tis all I ask and with this be content 

No riches crave, as to no state pretending. 

Besides the time that's taken up in spending. 

Think of the social rules it does entail, 

Happy's the man who lives without the pale. 

Therefore leave rule? to those who make or need them 

And for them sell their love of peace and freedom. 

Now twice a week he learns his class to draw. 
Surprised how badly ihey were taught before — 
Copy, copy, copy, still copying try, 
Tho' not the least aware the reason why 
So to begin again and teach to find. 
In drawing iUustration for the mind, 
No matter how provided it is clear. 
What you did think, on paper does appear. 
The mind thus gets a force and better far. 
Than laboured nothings for a friend's bazaar. 
But now he got to think of more and more. 
The waiting maid who always ope'd the door. 
Something about her quiet, j et commanding. 
Did so appeal to his clear understanding. 
So pointing pow'r that in him could not enter, 
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Whereas In her, did naturally centre, • 

And thus combined in making a completeness^ 
Learnt soon to realize this cup of sweetness ; 
Now to observe with more attention try. 
And see if head or heart control the eye, 
'Tis diflScult with no field well to prove. 
Especially when one is half in love. 

You'll find the character conteary. 
So many ways there are to judge who pleases. 
And draw a just result from little pieces. 
Suffice it what he found, he w:i8hed to find 
A woman suited to home, heart, and mind. 
In whom he could repose and never grieve him 
So to her care with child and easel, leave him 
In praying daily *^ Lord we've naught to crave, m 
We are more than happy now in what we have. 
We've health, strength, hope, united love, beside 
We have thee for our Father and our guide. 
Thy own blue heaven softly smiling o'er us, 
Keligion and a merry world before us ; 
So we can only but again express 
Our simple gratitude and thankfulness. 



SCIENCE. 

To Science come we now, and in her find 
All that can charm, or gratify the mind ; 
Whatever is great, 'tis she does execute 
In strict attention to the parts minute ; 
If bungling at the base, the whole's untrue. 
And does experiment again renew. 
Until the fault discovered, is replaced. 
And consequence to consequence be traced ; 
This clearly proved, in honesty thus act, 
'* Result " may state a scientific fact. 

But Science yet is hardly introduced. 
The learned, its acquaintance have refused. 
Believing that if once it gained admission. 
It would upset their doctrines of tradition. 
In well thumb'd theories cause sad confusion, 
And bring about a mental revolution. 
Yes, once let Science but insert the wedge. 
With reason ever working as a sledge, 
How'ere adhesive parts to parts incline. 
However close in bonds of cause combine. 
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However tight in wise conviction pressed. 
Science will separate because it must ; 
It cannot be denied how'ere you try, 
Altho* for your conclusion you would die^ 
But two and two its clear do now make four. 
And tho' you thought it did make three before. 
Yet 'tis so plain you needs must now believe, 
Altho' for the old theory you grieve. 
But as we cannot alter or upset. 
Must try our father's maxims to forget ; 
And tho' we inly feel the view is hollow. 
Yet as convinced we say " lead on I follow." 

But think not Science you've a convert gained. 
As yet you've only his adhesion strain'd. 
Allows 'tis true what cannot be denied. 
So far perhaps he may be satisfied. 
But as to giving up what he's been taught. 
Think not a convert is so easy caught ; 
Sincerity compell'd him to acknowledge. 
But he'll retire for strength, and at his college 
Will twist, turn, pull, and so distort the fact. 
To make it with his system somehow act. 
Then if his ingenuity can ease. 
The qualms of conscience or his fear appease. 
Will simply take it as a clever toy. 
Which those who've time and money may enjoy. 
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It does not interfere so " I'll accept it,*' 
But in the use does virtually reject it ; 
Therefore when introduced he will allow it. 
And as a word will publicly avow it. 
But now a consequence does soon Appear, 
This is a rap, and this is more severe, 
Tho' two and two made four 'tis true did state. 
Why try to prove that four and four make eight, 
I dare say this may be a just connection, 
I said I'd follow, but upon reflecticm. 
Your notions soon may lead to my undoing. 
And tho' you promise wealth, may practise ruin ; 
^' No I No I the right is not so soon uprooted, 
*' Tho' all the system is by you refuted, 
Tho' you may promise produce will be double. 
Be also gained at nearly half the trouble, 
** Tho' still allowing two and two make four, 
" I think your interference is a bore, 
" Yes you may call it prejudice, and laugh, 
" But we all wish you were well housed at Bath." 

Alas indeed so slow is penetration, 
'Tis, not so easy to convert a nation. 
Most willingly they listen and review it. 
As all the better then they can '* pooh pooh " it. 
At their next meeting tho' it is enacted all. 
Still, will pronounce it utterly impractical; 
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" This plan we dare say may do in Australia^ 

'* But here we think t' would be a simple failure^ 

*' First look at the expense of the construction, 

" Look how uncertain also is production, 

** Look at the short time that it would be wanted, 

" Then the advantage we must take for granted, 

" The labour thus professing us to spare, 

" We then must needs support on parish fare ; 

Then comes the last that does so neatly cap it all, 

^' We'd like to know where we could find the capital." 

Yes, Science you've an up hill bluff to plough. 
And long must you to their objections bow. 
At first received but as a cause of merriment. 
Then gain attention by well proved experiment. 
At last tho' you into their heads do knock it, 
You've still the citadel to storm " the pocket, " 
So far you've gained your point he now will laud it. 
But as to buying really can't afford it. 

Its natural thus he schemes should underrate. 
Until they somehow have survived their fate. 
Three thousand patents in the list appear. 
The produce of invention in the year. 
Added to this the number is not small 
That get a register, near to White-hall, 
Then there is the Society of Arts, 
Once in a year publicity imparts 
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To all the various notions that now floaty 
Within the brain here find a sure life boat. 
And thus exposed, attention may command. 
And if foimd good be safely brought to land ; 
Then think of those who Science simply lodges. 
Who go about to ventilate their " dodges " 
In here suggesting, then improvement giving. 
Somehow contrives to pick up half a living. 

" Here's something new, Sir, that I have discovered. 
It will prevent the workman's eyes being smothered 
With dust as he the cinder heap is cleaning. 
Or when engaged in white-washmg the ceiKng; 
Think of the thousands working in this trade. 
You see at once a fortune dould be made ; 
I for a trifle will my plan impart. 
And if you in the venture wish to start. 
You can reward me with a five-pound note. 
If I no more the new invention quote, 
*' Well let me see it and if I can use it, 
" What you now claim, I will not then refuse it." 

Simplicity's the key note of success. 
It's through simplicity that we progress ; 
Those complicated mouse-traps set to work. 
When as machines will oft their duty shirk. 
This is not one by which a sharp inventor. 
May catch his mouse, or rather the patenter. 
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No this id simple and. if you'll observe. 
You see this glass is shaped into a curve. 
That high or low, to face it may fit well on. 
Is cut in shape just like a islice of melon. 
The upper part wiU sharp the forehead fit. 
The lower cheeks and nose, you see the slit ; 
Thus eyes in working always be secure. 
For labour who has dust specks to endure, 
No fear in work that they the glass would break. 
It has no flaws, and it is made of plate. 
When not at work or packing up begin. 
The shade put as a ^^ gorget " neath the chin. 
And as the string's elastic as they please. 
They can resume it with the greatest ease ; 
Well I wiU buy, altho' they wiU not use them. 
They'll say its humbug therefore will abuse them. 
So there's your money and when you divine. 
Something that may be useful in my line, 
I will reward as usual, if not t^e it. 
To something else in application make it 

Now he is off to some one else to put on. 
With his soft sawder his new three-holed button. 
Then to a tool shop that they may perceive here. 
His new invented telescopic lever. 
Not taking weight will any substance raise. 
As in th6 straw most of the power lays, 
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And when shut up may easily be carried. 

Pity that labour for it long has tarried. 

Well I will buy one and so here's your pound. 

Pray call again when next you go your round ; 

Thus on he goea to gratify the curiouB, 

And trade does never find he is injurious, 

Altho' its useless for the object meant. 

They turn it into an advertisement, 

(As people when they buy, like looking round, 

Tis' large shops where most customers are found,) 

The master thus explaining in compliance. 

Is look'd on as a patron of the Science, 

And so the " dodge " tho* never making way. 

Is somehow or another made to pay. 

Yes friend indeed the number is so great. 
That you may be allowed to hesitate. 
As when you've got the very thing you wanted. 
Next day you find its use is quite supplanted. 
You place your mouse trap underneath the thatch. 
Then comes a poisoning man who all can catch. 
The vermin he'll remove from every mow. 
But what can you do with the mousetraps now. 
The poison bought to strew it you begin. 
Another comes and says, '^ no rats get in,'* 
If you on my arrangement build your rick. 
It's so contrived they to the piles can't stick. 
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If you will simply use them vermin never. 

Can gain admittance howsoever clever. 

You place the piles up thinking now you've done it. 

And as it's good you're glad you have begun it, 

Tho' traps and poison something cost 'tis true. 

Yet now you're safe the loss complaisant view ; 

But now another calls and he reveals, 

A plan by which the rick can go on wheels. 

The whole stack therefore at the bam door leaving. 

You may conceive the labour thus be saving, 

A tram-way portable you will discern. 

Brings every rick up fairly in its turn ; 

This stops your work in your design imhinging, 

When lo another comes. Sir try our engine. 

It here and there and everywhere will go. 

Thrash each rick out as it does stand below. 

Will sack the grain, when full with ease you cart it. 

And carry next day sir straight to market. 

Now bams are useless but for harvest home. 

As really otherwise they down might come. 

Well this to my farms useful I'll afford her. 

Anything that's good so one I order, 

Here is a saving and it's just to try it. 

Besides to other work I can apply it ; 

*' Another " — let me beg your patience keeping. 

While I explain our new machine for reaping. 
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Stacking, bams, thrashing, aU away it clears, 

Our new plan sir is simply cut the ears ; 

' Tis a large cylinder we simply take. 

And comb the field just like a daisy rake. 

Then cart the ears the stubble's not a treasure. 

You can now mow it when it suits your pleasure. 

The ears then winnow in a sort of " devil ", 

With blunted teeth that will the seed unravel. 

Thus labour by this plans so much diminished. 

Ten acres before breakfast we have finished. 

And when some more improvements have effected, 

A hundred with confidence may be expected. 

Well really sir tho' much obliged must tell. 

You one I've ordered that will yours excel. 

It does all that you state and the spare power. 

Is used for grinding up the com to flour. 

My neighbours liked the plan, so to embark it. 

We have now set up a new flour market. 

The new front with devices are adorning. 

So wish you sir tho' not success " good morning, '^ 

". Why these inventors would a farmer pickle. 

Place in museum with his scythe and sickle. 

For go-a-head ones better to decry. 

The good old customs of the days gone by ; 

But what to do if «tand still get a singeing 

VU therefore be content to buy the engine. 
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And then if th^se inventors buzz about. 

It will be useful if I must dear out. 

And as for com it pays one stiU for growing it, 

If loaves come up I shall not care for knowing it. 

But still fr6m humbug fanning is protected. 

Of all the trades she's sooner here detected. 

The Agricultural Show preambulates. 

And every where the farm it ventilates. 

All new inventions here are ably tested. 

And sorry failures quickly are Lested, 

Thrashiog, mashing, splashing, dashing, churning. 

All hear are fairly tried and take their turn in. 

Then when exhibited have clear suspended, 

A card to say they highly are commended. 

Or else commended " highly " being scratch'd out. 

Or prize one, two, ox three, that leaves no doubt : 

Giles thus is confident as home he trudges. 

His purchase is approved by honest judges. 

Yes this is really honest and secures 

The philanthropic /gainst the evil doers. 

He knows the razor here tho' made to sell. 

Will also fairly do the work as well. 

And thus secure from humbugs imposition. 

With confidence can view the Ezhibition. 

Why cannot others also try this plan. 
Don't hesitate, you know quite well you can. 
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With honest judges^ eyes qmte free from dust^ 
Which will secure their verdict from mistrost^ 
And thus back up a really good invention, 
Tho' not perhaps extinguishing pretension. 
As often new ideas do so confound them, ^ 
That their intelligence cannot surround them. 
May therefore leave from very inability. 
And not disturb by notice their tranquility ; 
Yet mostly our improvements are so slight, 
A trial would at once see if its right. 
And if it failed the owner ** where " would see, 
Could then proceed or save the patent fee. 
The right of patents has been much discussed. 
Some say the benefit should be suppressed. 
As the inventor gains by his first movement. 
The power to stop in others an improvement. 
Thus Science for some years compell'd to wait. 
Until he's had his chance to speculate, 
Tho' this is inconvenient, be loath. 
To snatch his bread between his hand and mouth. 
Again as all our wits are now at work. 
The same idea in seven heads may lurk. 
One says hell wait and strenghten his idea. 
Another reads to make the future clear. 
Another will consult a knowing friend. 
Another tries an old plan thus to mend. 
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Another goes to sell without security, 

Another thinks its useful to futurity. 

But not at present will he make it known 

So where he finds there simply leaves alone. 

Another (perhaps) in conversation thought it, 

And let it go again when he had caught it ; 

But as it is thrown away by one who'd lock it. 

The others think it worthless now to pocket ; 

Another found it in a dusty book. 

Thought it a failure so no notice took. 

Another thinks for him it is expedient. 

And when he's made it, finds it is convenient. 

But as to patenting he'd rather not. 

Once, was enough to finger in that pot. 

The advertizing, squabbling and inditing. 

With no protection tho' for law you're fighting. 

The similarity altho' not similar. 

Pronounced the same by those who're not familiar. 

The many made it to order for themselves, 

'Tis for myself and so the patent shelves. 

Then the expense of the first cost " do think " 

Young man through vanity, you're are on the brink. 

Return and ponder if I must be plain 

You'd better keep away from Chancery Lane ; 

" The Public good '* at Humbug you're no novice 

But don't go near your " Father '* at his office. 
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Of course it never has been known before. 

At Spottiswood's I've searched through many a score. 

And nothing like it may say I have seen, 

Altho' in business, years IVe been nineteen ; 

Now please to write your clear specification. 

In which of course you can make alteration. 

Then plans and diagrams I wiU provide. 

By these, objections mainly are denied ; 

A man who really knows what he's about, . 

Can turn your statement almost inside out, 

But " plans " with consequences all defined. 

Don't leave a hole, however much inclined. 

The notice to proceed and no renewal 

Together with the Chancellor's approval. 

With sundry other items wiU be found, 

^* May say, may say " be under fifty pound. 

1 also trust in three years you'll renew. 

And your mvention firmly wiU pursue. 

So that by our united operation. 

We may ourselves enrich and speed the nation. 

What's to be done if Patents we destroy ? 

Tho' sinecures we care not to annoy. 

To vested rights, I am a staunch dissenter, 

I'm simply thinking of the poor patenter, 

Why should not the Society of Arts 

Divide itself up into several parts 
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As judges, the best man that could be found, 
A slice of Brompton as a trial ground. 
Meet once a month or oftener in the season. 
And fairly give a man a solid reason ; 
The show room as it can be more extended. 
The blue books classed in subjects and suspended. 
Then if you wish to know you pay a pound. 
The judge to give his best opinion bound. 
And if the " notion '* they do not reject. 
You pay ten pounds for them to well protect. 
Now go to work and carry out your plan. 
No fear to now defend because you can. 

Or if instead they bought it out and out, 
A small sum in release from anxious doubt. 
Will mostly satisfy the busy minded. 
Can turn to something which this last has blinded, 
It*s public now, but think I can improve. 
And am rewarded thus at every move. 
Here all can look and if they can apply it. 
May take it free they have not got to buy it, 
Where will the money come from ? why of course 
It must be taken from the public purse 
And what is more I think beyond a doubt, 
'Twill be the best way we could lay it out. 
In individual cases it is practised. 
The prize from labour, heavy work exactest. 
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And tho' the stone's not found or prize obtained^ 
Great knowledge^ thus by slimilus is gained^ 
Therefore extend the plan, for prize not scanty 
Publish a list of all we're now in want^ 
Inventions be so numerous as to ayidLone^ 
You'd raise up quicker even than Deueajlon^ 

And the result in public application 

At once would benefit the British Nation. 

But Science to consider^ our best plan 
Would be to trace it through the Ufe^of most. 
It still is in the egg, eventuality 
Is far away at present from reality^ 
Yes, tho' we have congratulations made 
On the extraordinary spread of trade, 
Speed that with nothing ever known can vie* 
And news that quicker e'en than light does fly. 
Yet generations hence wiU in surprise. 
Condemn the selfishness that closed our eyes, 
'^ Meum and tuum " now in the ascendant. 
Can't bear the thought of not being independent^ 
That we gain double pleasure when we share, < 
But then for " number one " we're taught to dM^e^ 
And therefore cannot see that progress lies. 
In one perpetual self sacrifice ; 
If you do not believe, I pray inspect, 
And on the clear result some time reflect. 
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Has not staunch opposition boldly fought. 
Against the net in which it should be caught. 
And ^^ public good " would never be protest, 
Where it would clash against self interest. 
Till finding out their fault they now complain 
And try by increased outlay to regain 
The place that they at first should occupy. 
But at the time acceptance did deny, 
Kailroads, corn, labour, freeholding and laws. 
Against expansion well have urged their cause. 
We call it vested rights or just protection. 
This soimding title makes a grand objection. 
What would become of them if they can't fleece. 
Supposing their extinction our increase. 
No — no — the new plan may be very clever. 
But in misfortune we will cling together, 
If I keep not our system clear intact, 
I see my interest well be next attacked. 
Improvement therefore I will call a crime. 
And till I'm fairly ousted bide my time ; 
Well so it must be, we must make their agonism. 
Yield to progression through antagonism. 
And when the castle falls on the besieged. 
Confess at last they're very much obleeged. 
But see young Science even In his cradle. 
Upon his finger balancing the ladle. 
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Toys broken but to see or rather try, 

The first word that he learns to speak Is " why," 

As older growing nothing wiU inspire. 

Passion is lost in trying to acquire. 

Turns everything about you can't command. 

Unless at first you make him understand ; 

Thus through all names that indicate stupidity. 

He nestles by himself in wise timidity. 

Not caring with his brothers to communicate. 

But by himself does moon about and ruminate. 

They think him sulky as their play is shirking. 

But all this time how hard his mind is working. 

His turn for Crusoe anxiously he waits. 

Devours Bees' Cyclopaedia plates. 

And quaint old books does on the floor expand, 

Altho, their meaning cannot understand. 

With maps dissected is so much delighted. 

That whilst at work would often be benighted — 

In fact so often his meals had to wait. 

That they at last allowed him to be late. 

Upon his garden let us now intrude. 
He's begged one by himself beside the wood. 
Here with some bricks and tiles that he did pillage. 
He had planned out a sort of farming village 
The church with two laid flat one brick on end, 
And cone of mud, a steeple did intend. 
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Houses of one brick laid upou its side^ 
With dwarf box hedge did from his fields divide^ 
Which fields he filled with vegetables useful^ 
And which his flowery brothers did abuse full ; 
But in the wood 'twas here^ that he contrived 
Those works^ that for so many years survived^ 
So loaded boughs with stoues to make them bend^ 
So that intruding eyes could not descend^ 
Then by transplantmg fom a circle round 
To give it an imaginary bounds 
Betwixt three trees that as old pollards stood^ 
He had contrived to so entwine the wood. 
That if he ever was inclined to rest> 
Could independently climb to his nest. 
Here he could look around not feeling dizzy, 
Tho' seldom went there he was much too busy j 
But if his friends had seen him in this danger. 
And to his fearless nnnd been quite a stranger. 
When at this height they foolishly had calleiv 
It's very probable he would have fallen. 

Here mothers learn and learning recollect. 
Children are managed best in wise neglect. 
See how you twist and turn their incHnati^ns, 
Destroying Nature's natural recreations. 
We cannot in their little hearts be peering. 
So leave alone its useless interfering, 
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If not allowed thus natural to expand^ 

Will in deceit come out and underhand^ 

And when jou think youVe an impression made^ 

You only have the clji^racter delay'd ; 

Besides you'ye taught for peace to acquiesce^ 

And what is worse, you've taught to love you l^ss. 

Then think how you do stuff them tho\ brim-ftdl. 
And scold them afterwards for being so dull. 
If you would have them healthy leave off treating. 
And not too much remark about their eating. 
That eye at dinner cheerfulness can't question. 
And so to please they suffer indigestion. 

Now * Tommy ' off the grass, you'll get heatedji 

So often this I have to you repeated, 
^' Come down this minute, why will you transgr^p, 
** O drat the boy he's always in a mess ; " 
Thus exercise upon the hip she knocks. 
And in his play time puts him in the stocks* 

But now to school it's time he should be sent. 
Though here he somehow still pursues his bent, 
Grief did not long on him maintain a hold. 
Not tiiat his heart was naturally cold. 
But the yoimg heart if not enchained by love. 
Will look to Nature, and through her, above. 
So every where if he to Nature's true. 
His best friend's never absent from his view. 
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But now at lessons he cannot get on^ 
*Tis useless for the mind to dwell upon 
"What in itself no benefit can prove, 
(This prejudice takes some time to remove,) 
Why Greek and Latin what can be their use ? 
Within themselves no knowledge they produce. 
And tho' the world at present does not doubt them. 
Yet I can get on very well without them. 
Until he finds on Science they're entrain'd. 
And by their aid eacH specimen is named. 
This fact foimd out upon his mind did press it, he 
Now applies himself in sheer necessity. 
But all his lessons that could prove a fact, 
Results that on the premises would act. 
Arithmetic and practice, so to Geometry, 
Dear Euclid and still dearer Trigonometry, 
These he suck'd up with so much real affection, 
As to forgive his classic disaffection. 
But tho' his progress good still passion smothers. 
As not desirous to compete with others ; 
Thus left alone he by himself did play 
Until a friend he somehow coaxed away. 
To take an interest in his daily doing, 
Tho* his compjlnions said 'twould be his ruin ; 
This is a field, I've cut in which I keep 
Beetles and Caterpillars, here can creep, 
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And now will watch them and perhaps discoyer 

The reason they may have for crossing over. 

His play box shewed him full of everything. 

Tools, bottles, parcels, nails, wheels, bits of strings 

And slips of wood at which was always cutting, 

Until inquisitiveness caused a shutting. 

And thus prevent the fools perpetual chaff. 

Who merely came that they might look and laugh. 

His pocket money always duly spent 

In buying something for experiment, 

A box of chemicals, turnip wateh, i^t ticks. 

But soon its inside he to pieces picks. 

And with a frame, stone, string, and card board, knock 

Up something which he hopes will be a clock. 

Some conjuring tricks he also bought or made, 

And so the school does please as by their aid. 

He does contrive astonishment to raise. 

To Science 'tis the highest mede of praise ; 

His pigeon hole where lesson books were kept. 

And to prevent his often being bereft, 

A small port-cuUis did oppose before. 

If you did not know how to ope the door. 

And to a spring did take such a firm hold. 

That the freetrader was completely sold. 

Here he'd collected bits, that in his walk. 

The school did weekly take, and also chalk 
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With wM<& Ms (Erty socks he duly whitened. 
So that the nsher was not well enlightened. 
That he for specimehd had such an itching. 
To grftsp tihe hedge, would put his foot the ditch in. 
But now he's reached the age we call discretion. 
And is allowed to choose his own profefision, 

* Think of Law> Arms, and Church, but think with care, 

* As how tor wh^t you choose you must prepare, 

* To these of course a Grentleman's restricted, 

* So choose without aiid youll be contradicted : 
Well Law is bad, your time's so much destroy'd. 
And Church with Sdence is so mudi annoy'd> 
Aiiiiy and IJ^avy travel much about. 

But which to choose I really am in doubt. 
But in the Ifavy ' no^ ' should go to sea. 
Therefore at once should independent be. 
And here tho' cruising on a Urger scale. 
Shall see more general facts though less detail ; 
Thus choosing not from any martial fire 
But here best gratify his sole desire. 
Now to his duty does attention pay. 
So that he may more quickly get away. 
His navigation too has got by heart. 
Yet takes care never be reported *' smart," 
As if you fail you may get well abused. 
And if you're handy are imfairly used. 
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" The yery man I wanted," what a bore, 

When I was anxious to have gone ashore, 

** Another time be happy you'll avail," 

But that time never comes before you sdl; 

No— he contrives so by exchange of duty. 

And keeping friends that may his interest suit, he 

Gets more leave because he's never wanted. 

And not appearing for it to have panted. 

So somehow as professing to be green. 

Sees almost every thing that should be seen. 

At every station goes about inspecting. 

And specimens of all sorts is collecting. 

Which in a box or two or more sends home. 

The time to spread them out has not yet come. 

But while I have the chance will work the faster. 

As soon on half-pay shall be my own master. 

The list so crammed with those who do want work. 

So may with ease a new appointment shirk. 

Unless an expedition is proposed. 

Then TU be down before the list is closed ; 

The time has come — in London two rooms taken ; 
As in his purpose he is still unshaken. 
At Jermyn Street he daily does attend 
Upon the lectures that may serve his end ; 
This institution's wortiiy of the nation. 
All here may really learn who have occasion. 
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The Royal Institution in some measure^ 
Supplies your mind but then it is a pleasure, 
A sort of may say scientific club. 
Where friends can meet and their opinions rub ; 
It's more a home than school, to be more technic, 
A better sort of royal Polytechnic. 

At most of other scientific bodies. 
Where members ride their individual hobbies. 
And place the alphabet to tail their names, 
(It means they've paid the fee, but it proclaims 
To those who're not aware this simple plan. 
That Thompson is a scientific man) 
He takes his place and much he is surprised. 
At the extraordinary schemes advised. 
That if collected placed in due rotation. 
Would quite out Herod the Association ; 
That body in peripateticism 
Being homeless is secure from criticism. 
The meeting over aU it's power fled. 
And till next year is virtually dead. 
But one may say that Science owes you more 
Than any institution known before, 
Many's the man you've raised to self-reliance. 
And thus encouraged, benefited Science, 
Many's the man you yearly have converted. 
To see in Science, he may be dlyerted ; 
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Here those who think will talk to those who won't 

And those who wish to talk to those who don't. 

But if on wit than knowledge you'd rely on. 

May soon be made a cub to the Red Lion, 

Where you can roar and laugh the fun's not slow. 

When Science chooses to unstring her bow. 

But come now to the lectures here's a medley. 

You're so pulled here and there you walk unsteadily 

I must hear this about the pole explained. 

And there the battle on the rocks maintained. 

There the new bottled motion that propels 

So fast that it the telegraph excels — 

Here's tunnel boring nothing now can stop one. 

Cuts lumps like wads and shoots them k la popgun ; 

But universal progress here's disclosed. 

All will be happy and the doubters posed ; 

Figures are facts and figures go to prove 

The truth, if we the obstacle remove ; 

I can't miss this, that does before one lay. 

The value of the land by Hudson's Bay, 

If Canada on monopoly breaks in. 

She a rich virgin tract of land would win. 

Send home both corn and tallow, coal, besides 

A fleet of timber, all now lost for hides ; 

But here is one I really must not miss, for 

It's how to tame a jackall, by a whisper ; 
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Well where to turn or look or go which way. 

In your despair are drawn to section J, 

Here Mr. Pogson's begging the attention 

Of the green table to his new invention. 

Or rather a discovery, but trust 

They'll cast their eyes on this apparent dust, 

'* An individual one I beg youTl mark. 

Which I must tell you simply is a spark. 

Not one of those that take an upward flight. 

As this is heavy and the other light. 

In their descent most luckily I caught them. 

And have to your Association brought them ; 

They where obtained from flint struck with a steel. 

Upon your hand back if it's there you feel. 

Then if you press it with your finger nail, 

A very slight explosion will entaoL 

This fact I hope. Sir, does to you make clear. 

This little speck's a very little sphere. 

From small to great we cannot well evade. 

This shows us how the universe is made. 

The Sun's a flint in fusion, and a comet. 

Or ball of steel comes fearfully upon it, 

A lump is thus struck out all burning hot. 

And now the Sun has got a small-pox spot. 

This fragment is a globe I prove it found. 

And yearly to the Sun will circle round. 
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In cooling wh?en it reacli'd its proper quarter 

Condensed the stmosphere to sur&ce water^ 

Which now I trust will set at rest the notion^ 

About the so called interrestrial ocean ; 

Its composition flint and iron shews. 

The igniouB from which other strata rose. 

Which time in dail j working had confined it. 

Except when bursting up as he did bind it. 

Therefore, Sir, afe this fact to me is clear, I 

CaU it permissioned The Pogsonian Theory/^ 

The audience here expressed their approbation. 

To Pogson it etnbodied all the nation ; 

But now a sage arose in black tail coat, 

With a white kerchief loose about his throat, 

Call'd Mr. Chairman as his voice was clearing. 

Requesting a few minutes for a hearing 

** The statement we have heard does me behove 

To be without foundation clearly prove, 

A comet in its course is so intrepid. 

It must describe a parallelopiped. 

And then the angle of obtuse deflection. 

Is also an insuperable objection. 

Besides the power's described as so potential, 

Would make our calculus indifferential ; 

But let me prove by simple illustration. 

The test a compound quadratic equation. 
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Take A the comet, unknown power be X, 

And Y the sun I hope I don't perplex, 

Z be the Earth and also B the circuit. 

Those who are able now may quickly work it. 

When they have proved they will with me maintain 

That X imknown does still unknown remain. 

You Sir, must therefore take this plain suggestion. 

And say that Mr. Pogson's begged the question ; 

Pogson stands up and Pogson now replies. 

Boldly the sages premises defies. 

And all throughout in toto disagree. 

Because he's proved it by the rule of three. 

And trusts when Mr. Chairman has decided, 

'Twill reconcile opinions now divided ; 

The Chairman thus appealed to for decision. 

Feels like a martyr in the Inquisition, 

Not knowing much about it does confess. 

That time will not allow him to express. 

His own opinion, the consideration 

Will therefore leave to the Association, 

Who from their own observatory at Kew, 

No doubt will give him sixpence to pursue 

His studies, and he trust's his sharp inspection. 

Will find out something more to please the section. 

But now for the great dinner you've a ticket. 
To get a good place you must early nick it. 
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Here Science will expand in approbation^ 
And in a general congratulation^ 
The usual list of toasts being duly closed5 
The British Association is proposed ; 
Ladies and gentlemen be it my task 
To its deserts your kind attention ask, 
Alas ! my friends are few now in their station. 
Who first suggested the Association ; 
At London thought on, Edinburgh spoken. 
At York at last the plan was fairly broken. 
Where in an inn's back room and round the fire, 
Thi8 grand result before me did inspire. 
We'll somewhere meet next year tho' not invited. 
Now we've so many claims that must be slighted. 
Then five or six were all that signed their names. 
Now units yields to thousands and proclaims 
How firm and solid must be our position. 
And in result may say fufil our mission. 
To you my friends its advocacy leave. 
Being gratified you needs must now believe. 
And therefore hope we may again you greet 
When we, next year, at Telegraph town meet ; 
To wish it well, I'm sure with me unite. 
And one cheer more to send it out of sight. 
To foreign friends a due proposal paid is 
Now comes the last of all but one — ^The Ladies, 
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Gentlemen. The Ladies for their aid 

Does Science thank as we without their aid^ 

May well be said as pulling single handed^ 

But by their aid new powers are commanded^ — 

Yes, Science ever feels your interest taken 

In what she does be otherwise forsaken. 

Plods on in molish work half burrowed lies. 

But mole turns to magician 'neath your eyes. 

If once perchance they on her studies beam, 

Wm rise up to disprove what she may seem. 

Thus Science may be with affection trusted, 

And look quite smart when you the coat have dusted. 

The prejudice I trust is now removed. 

And by your condescension is reproved. 

Thus think you'll find that Science if she's play'd. 

By far away the best eompanion made. 

Always believes whatever you would say. 

And lets you friendly take her your own way, 

Where're she is, is never at a loss. 

So never grumbles and is never cross. 

Lives economical, at all things handy. 

You'll find her sound at heart tho' not a dandy, 

A friend who'll prove much better than a beau, 

Tho' in the park she will not make a show, 

Will never care authority to hold. 

Indifferent whether mutton's hot or cold. 
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To vex her peace no thought can intervene^ 
And come what may she is ever serene. 
Yes, Ladies such is Science, and I trust 
You'll find her so if you will break the crust. 
And when our annual meeting sees yourselves. 
It is our greatest pride to drink your healths. 
The closing meeting sad to say has come. 
And tired Secretary tells the sum. 
Which he has added, glad to be impelled 
To say it's the best meeting ever held ; 
Of foreigners distinguish weVe had four. 
Of new life members taken just a score. 
Three hundred annual added to the list. 
Associates seven hundred did assist. 
To Ladies just two hundred make our bows, and 
Wish next year we may enlist a thousand ; 
The business of the week they now rehearse. 
Then through excursions till next year disperse. 

Science may well upon your labours smile. 
You thoughtless urge, the thoughtful you beguile. 
Her separate interests have here imited. 
Which followed otherwise be half benighted. 
That facts tho' sound, discovery often smothers. 
Because not taught to reconcile with others. 
Which if collateral knowledge had existed,. 
At once had felt the power unresisted^ 
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These seven magic letters must unite 
And stand godmothers to the ray of light, 
Without their aid it as a worm may glow, 
But strengfhen'd thus may to beacon grow. 
Therefore shake hands if heptarchy thus stand. 
Twill breathe a warmth upon the blighted land. 
And prove one letter ardently pursued. 
Is weak unless with others it is view^ ; 
Thus isolated science needs must own. 
Like man it was not made to live alone. 

Again we turn once more to dwell upon. 
The course that's taken by her first bom son. 
His parents now are dead he calm does state. 
And that his eldest brother s the estate. 
So with his little fortune has now bought ' 
In all the world the very thing he sought, 
A twenty acred farm with age o'ergrown. 
And situated fourteen miles from Town, 
The house old fashioned, gabled and still strong. 
Had all the charms which to that age belong. 
He therefore could supply by his invention, 
All that which under " comfort " you could mention. 
And tho' not altering thus economical. 
Did so contrive, that it was almost comical. 
To see the shifts, plans, notions, and ideas. 
Which every where about the house appears. 
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The first rule to lay down is " labour save ; " 

And so for this appearances will wave, 

Tho' the contrivance is perhaps unsightly. 

But is it useful ! and " does it work lightly" ? ' 

Then set about it but by slow deforces. 

As doing more than done the mind does please ; 

Of dining room a workshop study made. 

Being placed for use, confusion does pervade. 

The bookshelves by the arm chair, by the fire. 

Contain the books he daily does require. 

And these shelves slope thus when a book's removed. 

The next one to the vacant place is shoved. 

So that when reading no cause has to stand, he 

But pulls them out until to reach it's handy ; 

The grate flush with the wall (it does not smoke,) 

And with his foot on swivel bar can poke ; 

Sunk in the wall a shot belt coal box feeds it. 

So pulls a string whene'er he thinks it needs it ; 

Behind a cistern for hot water, space 

He thus obtained in the old fire-place 

Besides a vacuum with pipes for distance 

Gives out as warmth considerable assistance. 

Up to the ceiling twenty maps are slung, 
And the arm chair side are also stung. 
If loosening one it did descend beside him. 
An atlas thus unmoved was not denied him. 



66 



His candles on the right back of his chair. 
Would not upset or in the eye would*flare. 
And so could sit with ease or move abrupt. 
As reading one should never interrupt ; 
Around the room to all attention gave. 
Here chemicals and tool box, there a lathe. 
Here a small forge, with grind-stone, circle saw. 
With triple pulley power made to draw. 
The weight wound in the morning by hydraulic. 
The pump boy looking, thinks the work a frolic ; 
Here wires are laid for telegraphs and strains. 
But why ? you cannot see tho' he explains. 
There table nests if what you want's below. 
The first by weight will to the ceiling go, . 
And as the balance does so well maintain 
It very quickly will come down again. 
Here stuffing apparatus and plant presses. 
And half complete machines he so digresses 
As one idea intending to bring out, 
•Ten others from its parts apparent sprout. 
And as the benefit at once is seen. 
Does oft before the first one intervene. 
So when a good idea his fancy seizes. 
He's only got to do just as he pleases. 
Without the slightest trouble, help or bother. 
But just to walk to this end or the other. 
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As round the room each subject has its place. 

So can compare or indirectly trace. 

But what with paint, dead animals, and shells. 

Acids, glue, seeds, et cetera, cause bad smells. 

But one fact here to you I must disclose. 

These sort of people have not got a nose. 

So dearly they the objects learn to love. 

As to the sense forget or else remove ; 

Here also a piano, flute and fiddle. 

He play'd, the better to his thoughts unriddle. 

Not wishing as proficient to appear. 

But to recall again a past idea; 

The window's open if you tread a spring, 

Another, and it back again wiU bring. 

So can with ease enjoy fresh air and look 

Without the hand being from the pocket took ; 

The same plan also fastened to the door 

Now opens freely as he stands before. 

Thus Miseless tea or luncheon in are brought. 

And not disturb the current of a thought ; 

His bed room he has frimished in the garret. 

So that with ease at night the stars can stare at. 

And if by chance' he should remain awake. 

Upon his back can observations take ; 

Here a dutch clock contrived it should conspire. 

To early light for him his bed room fire 



4 

1 



68 

An iron wire from the bars is laid. 

To fasten underneath the clock, is made, 

So the alarum lets off in descent, 

A pop-gun sort of looking instrument 

With matches outside in its course will strike 

Against sand paper and the shavings light. 

The fir cone flame, now crackles round the kettle. 

And boils, as in the middle it does settle. 

Coals slow to light their heat will not produce. 
Until you're dress'd, and then it is no use. 
Unless you wish to lay awake a bit 
The better to the days intentions fit. 

Now after breakfast walks about his farm 
To scratch his friends which does their friendship warm 
All are so sleepy that they soon get fat, 
And they must not be moved if down have sat, 
A small hand organ which a wind-mill moves. 
Thus by its melody the cow house soothes, 
(Placed in the roof will on a windy day, * 

Go grind, grind, grind, and nobody to pay,) 
So tame the cattle in the field will stand. 
And munch the carrot taken from his hand. 
When laying down they would not even stir. 
If he should as a seat their back prefer. 
The garden in three parts he has laid out. 
One, flowers grassplot, gravel walk, about. 
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The next a shrubbery or smallish field. 

Where he can well from strangers be concealed. 

And where he pegs out plans or tests a power. 

Or tries to make an artifical shower ; 

Here some few animals he keeps in clover. 

That he their ways peculiar may discover. 

And as he feeds them lose the sense of fear. 

So tamely wait as he approaches near ; 

The third's a wood with wild walk intertwined. 

To shade from sun or shelter from the wind. 

Here grow nuts, squirrels, every sort of bird. 

As no nest ever here may be disturbed. 

And so their notes in freedom will prolong. 

Not knowing he can interrupt their song ; 

The garden for himself alone enjoys. 

As no one ever in it he employs. 

And as the manual labour does not shirk. 

Can feel in full the luxury of work. 

Here some stone blocks he gradually is cutting, 

Which one day into shape he will be putting. 

And as he shews the rough work but begun. 

Says " longer in delay is better done." 

A self supporting fountain here does play. 

But will require winding every day. 

And as the reservoir detach'd is placed. 

The fountain can remove to suit his taste. 
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With servants does not like himself to trammd he^ 

But keeps a gardening farmer and his family. 

He, after farm and kitchen garden looks. 

She does the house work, washing, also cooks. 

The children work or play, thus free in ruling. 

But have from him two hours a day of schooling. 

And as they're taught to mind their own affairs. 

He is of their existence unawares. 

But tho' he often does go up to town. 

He finds it dull to be so much alone. 

But who to choose, and what's more choose aright. 

Might not all my delights be put to flight. 

Might not those fair expressions me deceive. 

And in the practice long for a reprieve. 

Then silks and satins will demand a station. 

As well as a perpetual adoration, 

Th' extreme of confidence tho' you may shew it. 

Is naught unless the public also know it. 

Then capes and muslins do so oft offend. 

Indelicate if they genteel pretend. 

Wince up your heart in the abrupt exposure. 

And now must qualify the terse disclosure. 

And when they once are on their bed of roses, 

At work and business soon turn up their noses. 

Duffles and Friezes tho' ingenious are. 

But then their want of knowledge is a bar. 
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And at their fiill age ' tis perhaps to late. 
To lead the milk maid to participate, 
Tho' if in cahn repose you seek felicity. 
Here you can have true love in sweet simplicity. 
The person he has found who well does suit, 
A friendless governess quite destitute. 
Good manners, and good feeling and good looks, 
Accomplish'd, and well read in standard books. 
Without relations that are always peering. 
Thus in your household ever interfering, 
^^ My son I lose when he get's him a wife, 
^' My daughter is my daughter all my life. 
You thought she'd help to wash and cook the meatment 
My child sir is not used to such vile treatment, 
'^ Come here my darling don't let him degrade ye, 
^^ Remember labour misbecomes a *^ Lady " 
As these external ties do not withdraw her. 
She takes an interest in what's before her. 
Thus centered false impediment removes. 
And through her gratitude more deeply loves. 
Clings round and round him with absorbing power, 
As in his strength alone he seems to tower. 
And in denying her the generosity. 
Gives her the feeUng of impetuosity, 
He with affections in himself pent up. 
Lets loose to drink in full the proffered cup, 






72 



In the electric influence elated. 

Feels that for him life has been re-created. 

Bestows in full his confidence upon her. 

And in reaction finds, himself does honour ; 

The nursery game of romps they now enjoy. 

And act again with heart the girl and boy. 

The children free to parents more incline. 

Induced through their own aims will shew design. 

Their duty thus is with their pleasure fitted. 

And therefore need not ask to be permitted ; 

Thus pass their days as they together dwell. 

Each thought, word, look, and deed is parallel. 

Her household work done with a smile appears, 

And in that smile soon makes up his arrears, 

Lighting his pipe and rosining his bow. 

In spite of smells desirous to know. 

Which questions oft a train of thought occasion. 

May point discovery in the explanation ; 

Delighted in respect forbears to praise. 

But in old age he still will watch her ways. 

Will love as habit unaware renew. 

Being bound in truth will be for ever true. 

Recall their past associations bright. 

Thus in their memory renew delight, 

And so their hearts so fuse in one another, 

Will each first see in reflex from the other. 
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As in their youth not laid up late disease. 
For no bad act their conscience to appease. 
Their loves more imperceptibly abound. 
And cling more close as they approach the ground. 
Till death unfelt their bones in earth shall lay, 
Then God will to their souls his works display. 
And as on earth they pray'd through age and youth. 
Will worship now in spirit and in truth. 
In present bliss for past desire atone. 
And learn to knpw as they before were known. 



LITERATURE. 

To Literature our joyiul steps we turn. 

And on her blooming fruits to live and learn ; 

What volumes upon volumes do exude. 

Quite overwhelming in their plentitude. 

On the poor student act as a derider. 

Or like the fabled hundred-headed Hydra, 

Ere one work's done another does appear. 

And through hard reading tries his way to clear. 

Yet on they come, to fight with all does dash he 

Soon pulps his brain, to dry as papier mach^. 

Yes, learning tho' indeed to say it's sad. 

Yet through your charms you've driven many mad. 

Who starting in fair consequentialism. 

Now think in ultra transcendentalism. 

Review and re-review until disease. 

Destroys their standing ground which is their ease 

Thus measuring all things by a gauge ideal. 

Believe that all is rotten that is real. 

But when in mind you have them fer benighted. 

You needs must add the fault of being near sighted ; 

Your brother one would think a linen draper. 
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For love — used his glazed calico for paper. 
That so shines to your eyes in dazzling white, 
'Twould throw a shade upon a ray of light. 
Eats out the retina destroys the pupil. 
In the parched! cup if nature can with dew fill, 
'Twill work till tired lid refuse to draw. 
Or else the tear cannot be made to pour. 

Well may we thank that scientific man. 
Who for our aid devised the simple plan. 
And from increased weak-sightedness defends. 
By simply using horizontal lense. 
The sides of centre in the eye contract. 
So that the glass does on them mainly act, 
Restores at once the full command of sight. 
And makes the student feel he's now all right. 

Now that the task is over we're released. 
From thinking of the virtually deceased. 
Where shall we call, at castle, shop, or hovel ? 
Essence of Ethics, — Times — or pamphlet, novel ?. 
A well pack'd novel takes all in its fillings, 
Tho' sold for pennies or for thirty shillings. 
And thus great truths are prominently shewing, 
Tho' not perused with the intent of knowing, * 
What never read them thus turn up your nose. 
And what 8lK)uld be our highest works oppose, 
Miss Prim ! tho' to a novel you're adverse. 
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You every day do infinitely worse. 

What is it in the papers you seek out? 

And when you've found will cackle it about. 

Murder, arson, everything that's terrible. 

You gloat on hoping that we are incurable. 

With such an appetite you crimes engulph, 

'Twould draw out tears in envy from a wolf. 

Then having thus your righteousness well garnished. 

The lodging swept symbolically furnished. 

Invite your seven sisters here to tea, 

Who more confirmed in sharp acerbity. 

Will thaw their trumpets full of other's trouble. 

And round the tea urn waft them till they bubble. 

Which curly forehead weaves for a discourse. 

So startling hold your cough until the pause. 

And then at night in exultation pray. 

Or rather thank you are not such as they : 

O take one up and do not be afraid. 

As yet you only have through others stray'd. 

And tho' for love you now are on the shelf. 

Yet in their happiness may see yourself. 

Trace all their ups and downs and heres and theres. 

Perplexing difficulties, anxious cares. 

The noble purpose, Against the worlds command. 

With one cheer more when they have reach'd the land 

See the old man forgiving and caressing. 
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So help him to articulate his blessing". 
And say — as each kind act you dwell upon. 
With Tiny Tim ! God bless us every one. 
Then give a young bride a good warm red cloak. 
That in display will evil thoughts provoke. 
And now as they ouse out where they did grovel. 
Confess you no more will condemn a novel ; 
Deny yourself six spoonsful of green tea. 
And spend the twopence in wise charity. 
Seek out that poverty that still can smile. 
If knowing you to do it walk'd a mile. 
In blessing cause your pebble heart to bound. 
And make you wish the twopence was a pound. 
Your heart now grows so fast you may beKeve, 
'Twill force up the blood until you freely breath r 
So altered now the seven whisper bribery. 
As they see you subscribing to a library. 
But though at none your pirkish cap have set. 
There's something pleasant still about you yet. 
And if soft youthful curves we cannot trace. 
The hand is asked for heart as well as face. 

But now of novels we should wish to speak. 
They should embrace all subjects, and should pique 
Themselves upon their wide spreid generaUty! 
All should find room in their universality; 
Of course our text books still must hold their station. 
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We can't define without their operation. 

But even these should make you understand. 

More by persuasion than by stem command. 

Knowledge comes from desire, the inducement 

Is profit, excellence, or sheer amusement, 

And if the latter cause we wish to serve. 

Must mix our powder with some sweet preserve. 

Profit or excellence will not object. 

To see the subject thus so gaily de^d. 

So text bookft written cheerful hope to see, 

TBen if not novels still a novelty ; 

Novels accepted on the present plan. 

Profess to illustrate the life of man. 

Actions, temptations, troubles and desires. 

How he pursues his course and how aspires. 

Each well defined example here you see. 

And heart unconscious echoes this is me. 

Will often nerve the hand to execute. 

The thought dispel the fallacy refute. 

Which coming in tiiis guise can understand. 

But otherwise the power not command. 

As in thick books and heavy may be hid. 

Which tame desire to search for has not bid. 

And so in reading novels spells tiie letter. 

Thus through enlightenment is made much better : 

But not thus would I speak of all produced. 
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Example those now by the masses used. 
That have their sale in work shop, bar or area. 
And prove the kws of life quite contrary. 
Give vice a halo that so guilds the hero. 
Would make one almost fall in love with Nero, 
Forget the cause that does produce distress. 
Extravagance in food, display and dress ; 
Prove crime a virtue for deceit give praise. 
On self respect the anxious doubt to raise. 
Thus urge excuse in subtle vice enlighten, 
Kather than cleanse, the sepulchre re-whiten. 
Cause the weak mind to follow pleasures bent. 
In wholesome labour fitful discontent. 
Life thus a burden in its imbeciUity, 
And sin no visible responsibility. 
Strikes on the heart when thus the iron's hot. 
And conscience chok*d, is silenced to ** why not." 

'Tis sad that such a passive still should lead. 
To the drained common where the healthy feed. 
The sheep in coming to this cultured spot. 
Can't walk they're so becrippled with the rot. 
Return again to where Hiere's softer Heading, 
And soon here learn to get their board and beddings 
To move on now would have the cramp or stitch,, 
So browse on rankness dying in the ditch. 
Laugh till in mud tiiey to tiieir eyelids sink. 



80 

t 

And covered thus will not make others think, 
Who otherwise the sight being so reproving. 
May stimulate to walk on and keep moving. 

The road commissioners cannot prevent. 
Their taking this line if on it they're bent. 
They have pull'd up the deadly night shade'weed. 
That caused so many parents hearts to bleed. 
Further than this they cannot now repair it. 
But leave the feet of passengers to wear it 
More firm, and friendly break the boughs that shade. 
Thus cause a pleasant foot'way may be made ; 
No harm if flowers flare and berries stain. 
As when they please they can wash out again. 
And as m reading are deprived of play. 
Its wise to make the path a little gay. 

The straight dead turnpike uniform and dull. 
Requires at the " public " many a pull. 
To wash the dust out from the parch'd up throat. 
Not caring for the thrushes mellow note. 
Or from their dreary course now wish to stray. 
But sit, swill grumble at the house halfway. 
The hedge so trim'd there nothing can discern. 
And so they never have the chance to learn ; 
If we should ornament and leave it free. 
We fear it soon would sadly damaged be. 
And so our pocket comfortably save. 
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In saying pooh they would not well behave^ 

But reading rooms^ museums^ concerts prove^ 

You should your stinginess and fear remove. 

Give those spare volumes that when once youVe read. 

As useless lumber are a letter dead. 

May form a library that shall be free. 

And see your name " presented here by me '* 

Around you quiet order and attention. 

All that belong to silence you could mention. 

Then go back home and now confess with pain. 

The working class you'll ne'er abuse again. 

Life's beaten track being now extended wide. 

With something to observe on either side, 

WiU give a spring to tread the cheerful road. 

And see to make more steady youVe a load. 

Which formerly yoti shouldered with such dread. 

Not caring to be free if you were dead. 

But now as all is made so very pleasant. 

Accessible alike to prince and peasant. 

The race is fiur to run if so you 0eMe> 

Or lunch, dance, ruminate beneatii the tree&, 

If more you wish than what does now surround. 

And straying, for a trespass you impound. 

No pity will you get but rather slight. 

Or the consoling words ^* it served you right," 

So when i^ain you get on the highway. 
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Endeavour to dissuade a friend who'd stray5 
Not point to objects through the hedge or puff^ 
His fancy, here the road is wide enough. 
For it to osciUate dig down or fly. 
Thus free to permeate the earth and sky> 
Free to enjoy existence as a blessing, 
Andonly sorrow if from right digressing. 
In this endeavour prove you have repented. 
And having learn'd through folly are contented. 

But histories are novels if you take 
The facts, and from them a short story make, 
A well known fact is stiU an ideality. 
It was not one to you altho' reality. 
You take for granted that it can be proved. 
And so suspicion from the mind's remove. 
But still the fact tho' taken in conviction. 
Is more surprising in surpassing fiction. 
And therefore human nature can defy. 
However much imagination try. 
To fiction that it should a story tell. 
Than can in incongruity excel 
The plain tale of life, tho' not a dream. 
Thus written would go far beyond extreme. 
Here trees invert imbeded rock's are tossable. 
And as you read you murmur *' is it possible ? " 
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Well a queei tale and will be as it is^ 
Its best for us that ignorance is bliss^ 
To weep for woes that pity can't relieve. 
With starved misfortune simply stand and grieve. 
To see pale terror clinging to a straw. 
Thus try to save from drowning in the law. 
To try to sleep beside remorse awake. 
Who sitting crouched will oscillations make. 
Quick actioned pick the fingers to the bone. 
And for relief tries to prolong the moan. 
To go where filth and misery does dwell 
And from necessity endure the smell. 
Dreading the contrast cleanliness might wake 
To bestial vice, resignedly partake 
Thus shunning social notice in bereavement 
Will cheat the conscience to impel achievement. 
Until the nauseate fumes have won rigidity. 
And dulled the mind to sodden imbecility. 
To hear the screech of lunacy in pain. 
Act and react the harrowing tale again. 
Collect its tattered rags, dishevelled hair. 
Strain at the rope to supplicate in prayer. 
The great glazed eyes, now pierce the darkness round. 
Then with that shriek falls prostrate on the ground. 
Not this extreme, extreme is far away. 
This 'neath our eyes is happening every day. 
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To you in happy comfort 'tis a mystery, 
But still for truth it may be classed as history* 
Yes ignorance is bliss to those with feeling. 
Who have not got the power or art of healing. 
To harrow thus the heart in daily grief. 
Till seeking in indifference relief. 
Will other's troubles learn to leave alone. 
And turn the tender almost to a stone. 
Misfortune's not confined to poor in station. 
So most can exercise alleviation. 
But if you cannot go through rags or prison. 
It's best you from details forbear to listen. 
To you in power for the poor I plead. 
Have done with meetings and perform the deed^ 
To stand on platforms suppUcating aid. 
The object of your mission is delay'd. 
Thus touting at the door of sin's laboratory. 
To ventilate your philanthropic oratory. 
Is but the bray of sentimental faction. 
And charm in hearing enervate the action ; 
When we our platforms use to prove our labour. 
And do ourselves what we now ask our neighbour. 
Then we may hope that progress will be sure. 
And evils lessened that we now endure ; 
But turning platforms to a safe conveyance. 
Is keeping zeal from feeling in abeyance. 
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Our sympathies by this axe worn so stale. 

And if a guinea will your cause avail. 

Will freely give this sum for conscience sake, 

If this appeal you will not often make. 

And now as I have paid my pound and shilling, 

I vote you nerve us up with something thrilling, 

How many Ethiopians eat or slaughtered ? 

How many in one slave ship have been quartered ? 

What these the shackles ? ^^ dear how very heavy,'* 

As they are freely handed round the bevy. 

The Hymn conclude, returning home quite glad. 

To say what a grand field day they have had. 

When we to foreign ills make fancy roam. 

It hides the evils we endure at home. 

The Good Samaritan in letter imitate. 

But humbleness of spirit does not stimulate. 

The moral turn or simply set aside. 

To give our charity a wide spread pride, 

Thewell thus pump'd how broad the waters flow. 

And all for what? "the vanity of show.'' 

Emancipation could have been conceded. 

But by our headlong act the cause impeded 

FanacticaJly broke the chain that bound them. 

The masters sink as laziness surrounds them. 

Their food being cheap, no stimulus induces, 

Of self improvement had not learnt the uses. 
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Therefore decline to work, as now not made 

Are very happy though they ruin trade j^ 

That he is happy, no one can regret. 

But in your good you should not ill beget. 

And justice to the owner, claims attention, 

Sound justice should take all in comprehension. 

Children to fourteen should at once be free. 

The sale be now an iUegality, 

Two days a week, free payment should reward. 

Now buy your freedom of your own accord. 

Government the value has decided, 

And will receive the funds they hav6 provided. 

The children do their parents much assist. 

The lazy now alone upon the list. 

May be content, as they have lived to die. 

As for their freedom will not even try. 

With other countries we still interfere 

And think our cause should also theirs appear. 

When shall we learn this maxim to endorse 

^^That no improvement ever comes by force,'* 

'Tis Africa, in trading should convince 

The man at home is useful to hie prince. 

With missionaries preaching Christianity, 

To soften the close heart of wild humanity. 

But with yourself comparison forbear. 

He is much happier than you are aware. 



87 



His ignorance of freedom deadens life^ 

And he who governs organises strife — 

Go teach him this^ and taught he must depend 

On his right arm to gain his aim and end — 

Teach him the vice of selfishness to smotiier^ 

And that our freedom rests on one another. 

Ah 1 Chariiy, now strained as a pervewion 

Against our Gk)d's first law which is exertion. 

And wiU be so ujitil beneficence 

Unites pure pity with good common sense. 

Give work, give emigration and just wages. 

Then hope to see the list in Law's black pages, 

Thin'd out of those whose crime is their distress. 

The rest will be but acts of wantonness. 

Or conduct stimulated by bad beer. 

Which government ordains the poor should cheer. 

By licences to individual houses. 

And thus the brewers' interest espouses ; 

If selling beer is wrong permit refuse. 

If right, let all sell gin or beer who choose, 

The licence pay, thus revenue increase. 

And from the brewer's thumb get a release. 

With tea, tobacco, simply thus ally it. 

All in free-trade to sell and free to buy it. 

Give each opinion a fair chance to fight. 

Can couch the lance and God defend the right ; 
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But not by Law these palaces protect, 
Thus tie the public to support a sect. 
No leave alone if you can't say it's wrong. 
Soon they'll extend and disunite the throng. 
And in extension through their own mishaps 
Will in this freedom sensibly collapse. 
The price cut down won't pay for beauty larded. 
And are forgotten as they're disregarded. 

Can novels out of Science now be proved. 
And the rough cobbles from its course be moved. 
Thus lead enquiry to those realms radiant 
By flowery ways and by an easy gradient. 
A book on chess has lately been brought out. 
Based on a novel principle no doubt. 
The game thus played in momentary strife. 
Does symbolise the varying phase of life. 
Why not in Chemistry a Trojan War, 
Each joint mail'd acid doing his devoir. 
The alkalies in steady phalanx stand. 
Yet yearn to break the powerful command, 
" Up now and at *em," single combat close. 
Ferment in foment now demand repose. 
Their plight is piteous, so shake hands as friends 
And thus in air the empty battle ends. 
Botany now is often learnt be sure. 
To be well up in La Language des Fleurs, 
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And Euclid as progressively more nimble^ 

Was introduced to us in coloured symbol* 

Philosophy in Sport, The Boy's own Book, 

Thus Science in disgHiise has fancy took, 

The marvels also coming half the distance. 

Give to enquiry very great assistance — 

There's Sandford, and the good old Fool of Quality, 

But to go further here would be frivolity ; 

Suffice it if the masses you'd instruct. 

You should hard names and classic lore deduct 

A simple daisy when you use the pen, is 

Named for our use as the bellis perrenis^ 

With foreigners we wish not to communicate. 

But just to be enlightened as we ruminate, 

And of its nature can as well distinguish, 

If you would write it down in plain English. 

Of education here I must complain. 
That our quack doctors go against the grain — 
The hemispheres to start from is the rule. 
Instead of fairly from the parish jschool. 
Then if the boy stop as a pupil teacher. 
Will perhaps have learnt to recognise the feature 
Of his own country and point to the place. 
Or near about she lays on En&^land's face — 
The reason why or whereforelever given. 
Or question's answered — forward he's driven, 

* Pickeray, Piccadilly. • 
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So when his time's up not the least regret it^ 
And what he's learnt immediately forget it ; 
Like physic 'tis a thing that must be taken. 
So in his chloroform does not awticen. 
He knows he'll feel if not do as he's bid. 
And then he's doing what his Father did, 
Besides if he's at home his motiier may be 
As somethin^Cf made him bear about the baby. 

Here ^^U friends contrives for setti^ te.p«. 
Tell in the orchard hedge where are the gaps — 
Can blow the nest egg — ^point which tree to swarm. 
Or with a clasp knife notch the saw-edge form. 
Nuts, peg top, stick stone, Jew's harp, figures four. 
Ball, pop-gun, squirt, and marbles many a score. 
With wind up kite string fill his pockets tight, 
And hurt his stomach when he leans to write. 
For ease must put some in his neighbour's cap. 
Which falling down he does avoid the rap. 
To hear excuse the dominie's derisive. 
In business here he's short, sharp and decisive, 
If these not yours the punishment not lessen, 
I owe you one for yesterday's bad lesson. 
And to come forward the real culprit's lazy. 
Justice is hoodwinked at ** ready me daesy," 
But out of school she nobly takes her stand. 
And sees fair play fought out in even hand 
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This " dogs delight " is wholesome in its way. 
It's rough and ready, but it's had its day. 
We are now learning to be better bred. 
Not by false passion but by reason led — 
Your friend comes in a rage and does require, 
You'll back him up as he's been called a liar— 
" Well, that does break no bones but best remove it, 
" By asking fair that publicly he'll prove it. 
Ah 1 there's the rub, the worst is that he has — 
Why then I think you'd best retire to grass. 
There by yourself can mend and learn to bear it. 
But as to your resentment cannot share it. 






Th' Inspector now appears and makes a dust*— ' 

Cleans out the cupboards, scrapes a^^ay the rust^— 

Stone floors abolishes the school exclude. 

Unless at once it is replaced by wood. 

Which thier thick clogs will soon the fibres wear. 

And make the eyes of ratepayers to stare. 

But now he must examine and report 

Upon the progress they have made in thought. 

The social phase of life declines to enter. 

So judges all the world from his own centre — 

Not education here does he inspect. 

But simply their advance in intellect ; 

These tests applies through questions so profound. 
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That even the spectator does astound^ 

And through the question let them be discerning, 

The wide spread range of the inspector's learning— 

In geography, he measures through the globe — 

In bible learning wears a prophet's robe — 

In summing, tutor to tutor's assistant. 

And in orthography is pre-existent ; 

The children as abandoned does accuse. 

For not acquiring what they'll never use. 

Now first class in your history must be heard — 

What line succeeded King Bichard the third ? 

Bichard the fourth, sir ! shameful, you — you — you 

Can no one answer " Sampson," is this true ? 

The Dominie amazed, fear makes him hideous. 

And from the two extremes, both say " prodigious." 

Now Mr. Sampson 'tis my firm intent 

To send you a young man from government. 

Who being well trained in cerebral ability, 

(Tho' not in manual or home utility). 

By the full power of knowledge that he brings 

Can well explain the most uncommon things. 

And so each boy will soon be in that state. 

To all his useful duties underrate. 

Give him an air profound and visage sinister. 

And feel his country should make him Prime Minister. 
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No — ^Education must have some inducement. 
Or else it's idling time, or sheer amusement, 
But not too hard the weak attention tax. 
See — at the copy's fourth line they relax 
From that each line to less and less diminished. 
Until the whole page gratefully is finished. 
Except the last by inward conscience press'd 
Is made much longer far than all the rest. 

For Education— if we'd bring it home. 
Must build the mind as you would build a dome. 
First, the materials which you have occasion. 
Can only be obtained by observation ; 
These bricks well burnt and part with part intact, 
Strew'd on the ground, each one's a solid fact. 
With mortar (his reflection) so arrange 
That in their place once fixed will not be strange. 
When thus built up the key stone now does place 
This dome's the sphere of life he means to trace. 
His hobby, occupation, or desire. 
But still from aU does firm support require. 
If one is weak or loose he must repair. 
Or else the others also could not bear. 
And thus compact tho* they're in great variety, 
Yet each is a sound member of society. 
Some thus expanding in a wide dimension. 
May almost cap the world in comprehension. 
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And from their cottage door In light divinei 
Exclaim in truth, " the world, the world is mine." 

If thus you stimulate and show a course. 
You do get rid of teaching them by force. 
Each child has some one gift to earn its bread, 
And soon it will to that desire be led. 
If it but had the power to hear and see. 
Would then display innate propensity ; 
But here's the fault for this unknown not care for. 
So reads, writes, sums without the " why or wherefore'* 
When each town, village has its picture gallery. 
Museum, news-room, garden in reality. 
Where teachers daily should their minds inspire. 
Then ask his " why " the better to acquire ; 
Each free to all, through diagrams can trace. 
What is remarkable in every place. 
With play grounds near at hand in portions told. 
May give amusement to the young and old ; 
Then if desire for knowledge does not t^ke him. 
It's very little use to try and make him. 
Teach him the difference 'twixt right and wrong. 
That justice, truth and love to all belong — 
Teach him that labour only is through deed. 
And a good christian, need not learn to read, 
Tis manual labour that he does prefer. 
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And digging is the way his blood to stir ; 
With quoits or cricket for his recreation. 
Here meets the man in mental relaxation. 
In playing thus each other understand, ' 
And thus unite in heart, the head and hand. 

Flogging aside we now propose to lay. 
And moral suasion is to have its day — 
This as reforming influence will be slight. 
Turning the wilful to a hypocrite. 
If children will at nettles have their fling. 
They find the consequence involves a sting, 
And if the fact is to their mind a doubt, 
Kind nature harmlessly does point it out ; 
To kill all evils we willingly try. 
But if they're there should teach immunity. 
No — this as communistic is transparent. 
And turns the schoolmaster into a parent. 
Transfers to school the influence of protection. 
Without the previous training of affection. 
And communism cannot be before 
We all from love obey the Moral Law ; 
Thus communism in itself is good. 
But when the principle's not understood. 
Will make the advocate appear a fool. 
And bring contempt where he expected rule ; 
But een the very term is misapplied. 
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It is not meant as equal to divide 
The human race^ 'tis monstrous thus to talk^ 
As will expect we on our heads should walk ; 
But communisni in a wide extent/ 
Is perfect freedom to the competent^ 
This competence is doing as you please. 
And then more likely will perform with ease^ 
With just respect for all in the community. 
Thus is defined " unselfish opportunity," * 
Not the wild bubble of effete insanity. 
But simple practise of sound Christianity. 

At private tutors often now applied. 
Here not too many are identified. 
And living with them makes their reason bend. 
Not by authority, but as a friend. 
Has time to argue and the law explain. 
Thus building it will solidly remain — 
* Cause and effect' now clear to their simplicity. 
Are philosophical in elastiicity. 

*■ This may appear inconsistent with some remarks I have made on 
the Bale of Commissions, (Part 1st), and tho' I faWy allow the system is 
politically and economically wrong on the iace of it, yet I do not see 
what advantage the public would at present gain by tiie alteration, but 
should this alteration be entertained the simple cause should undoubtedly 
bethe prevention of the sale of those obtained without purchase, as you 
now present an officer not with a post of honour, but a marketable 
article ; in the course of a few years the alteration could be effected 
without a needless expenditure. But the axiom, ** the weakness of a 
State is in proportion to the magnitude of the standii^ army'' is true, 
so the sooner we get rid of it, and trust to our Militia the better. 
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Our wounds can never well be made to heal, 

Until the parts do a sensation feel. 

If feeling, yearns the punishment to claim. 

Forgiveness is the hardest we could name ; 

Not to endure to stifle the remorse. 

Brings condemnation home with double force. 

If knowing this, disgraces the confession. 

And cripples pride through the unpaid transgression. 

'Tis conscience must be touch'd to right incline. 

And 'tis by sympathy we make it shine. 

Till sensitiveness inwardly can scan. 

And self conviction'd say " thou art the man." 

The way to shew this cannot entertain. 

To eyery one who feels it must be plain. 

But false affection to the gone astray. 

Will make the weak to follow in that way. 

Disarm respect almost to imbecility. 

Sinking the standard of respectability. 

And thus. in falsely pandering to the evil, 

Send us to emigrate, or to the devil. 

We said that punishment we must endure. 
And which should be prompt, certain and secure. 
Then why not let him have a chance to live. 
Forget with caution and in act forgive. 
In loving now beside him be a reaper, 
A poacher often makes a good game keeper; 
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Thus through the punishment restored to beauty^ 
Will feel in work there's something more than duty. 

Our passions are a blessing not a curse^ 
But will in no control does oft coerce. 
Then must for health the remedy apply. 
And be content to loose the hand or eye. 
Though this self mulilation is ideal, 
I see no reason why't should not be real. 
There is no life repentance when you're dead^ 
And so I'd rather loose my hand than head ; 
Within the gospel clearly it's denied, 
And ** life for life " its preaching set aside, 
Besides death's such immediate transition. 
The prospect almost stupefies contrition. 
And though the pardon freely may be given. 
Yet thus in haste one should not send to heaven. 
But this bright world so full of life and light. 
We're now taught to regard as with afright. 
That here is naught but sorrow and affliction. 
And your first lesson is to this conviction. 
E'en sprightliness is crush'd if they discern it. 
Turning obedience into half a hermit. 
Thus shrivel up the heart to sad prostration. 
And pattern life to sad inanimation; 
No— weed if weeds, exist by your consent. 
Then you may revel to your hearts content. 
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Thus every thing can to your eye be green, 
And nothing will be common or unclean. 

O man in your perverted €elf posdession^ 
Pronoimcing acts of infancy transgression^ 
And thus condemning all the human race. 
Think that when judged you'll get a higher place ; 
And mothers in this doctrine claim exemption, 
Because they fail'd to train up in attention^ 
Or over doing nature they neglect^ 
And swaddle where they simply should protect^ 
Guide but volition till its spirit yearn, . 
To God there proved it somehow can't return. 
This power exist in infancy with force. 
And prayer now follows openly of course ; 
This prayer here will not be commiseration. 
But rather an exultant adoration. 
And children feel so deep in their simplicity. 
Their sinless worship is to them felicity ; 
Instead we preach innately bad to prove. 
That through God's mercy we must seek his love, 
And so in fact for birth must be forgiven, 
Then if not sorry we can't go to heaven. 

Sin is a known contempt of God within. 
As right or wrong in reasoning does begin. 
Soon hedging him by forms and customs strong. 
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That only dulaess now will not go wrong, 
Thus train the passions almost to insanity. 
Produce contempt, aggression^ pride and vanity. 
Stamp on his mind before he knows his letters. 
That he must shew the world who are its betters. 
Teach that just heaven did to this station call him^ 
If he should condescend disgrace befall him. 
And that the crimes with which the world is stained, 
Are suitable because they're pre-ordained ; 
Believing this he cannot well consent. 
To an improvem^ent this is discontent ; 
In my position I do not complain. 
Why cannot others therefore calm remain ? " 
(Secure by law in famine he is fed. 
And therefore need not ask for daily bread.) 
The poor despairing, ground till they go wrong. 
And sin because the love of life is strong. 
Nature to them presents so false a view 
That judged by sense they know not what they do. 
And christian doctrine preached to their condition 
Is one continued text unfair submission, 
Sound justice, love and feeling in minority, 
To self promoted power in authority. 

'Tis true that he who should his heart arouse 
Will find his .greatest foe in his own house. 
Will be by strongest ties the most oppress'd. 
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In giving evidence against his nest ; 

And in the sacrifice conviction made^ 

Has now no place on which to lay his head ; 

But see beyond the cloud at the horizon^ 

The well tried poor in marriage robes bedizen^ 

To strew the road with flowers and prepare, 

For the expectant " Universal prayer," 

Then live in hope and learn that our release. 

From sin must be through ** punishment " for peacje/ 

* 

Ah I Poetry thou pure and gentle maid. 
But by us thought a very blear-eyed jade. 
No one defines thy voice or mission right. 
Thy colour yaries as chameUon light. 
Yet all will think they can with ease define, 
And with a trope tie up the muses nine. 
The bloom upon tha peach — the whisper sweet. 
That gently makes me languid eyelids meet ; 
Or the stray note misconstrued to produce. 
That form for which the eyeUds will unloose ; 
The silken cord that stricken hope will bear. 
And which the sharp tooth'd enemy can't tear ; 
The booming wave upon the swelling ocean ; 
The terse expression of suppression emotion ; 
The majesty of Purity in Power ; 
The minutes fleeting to the dreaded hour ; 
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The bind flower twining iii a soft embrace ; 

The meek expression of a donkey's face ; 

The hero's deed that stimulates applause ; 

Or kind acts offered from no selfish cause ; 

These similies for ever may be brewing. 

But Poetry is also " up and doing, ^ 

Yes — you may sneer in sentences didactical. 

But Poetry's the essence of the practical, 

O Nelson, Hampden, Sir John Moore, and Stephenson, 

Miss Blakewell^ Nightingale, Cobden, Lilwell, Living- 

With many others known, besides unknown, [stone. 

Who for good works hope silence may atone; 

These in firm hold of truth from self assurance^ 

Prove Poetry is upright cahn endurance : 

May their lives teach through patience tried to hope. 

And not through fear or friends discard the rope. 

Until the evils seeing they deplore. 

Are landed high and dry upon the skore, 

Botting as now no sustenance procure. 

May do for carrion living on impure ; 

The sea now cleansed is buoyant and transparent. 

And from the bottom heaven is apparent. 

Each drop in its position takes delight. 

As all are free to regulate their height. 

Contented now as they together dwell, 

Th* Almighty will descend and bless the well* 
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Ah I geotle Goldsmith^ monumental stones 
Are but the passing shadow of thy fame. 
As language shall employ her sof);er tones^ 
Wider and wider will proclaim thy name. 

Enough thy work to consecrate thyself 
A deathless standard for the loving heart. 
Thy teaching Christianity proclaimed^ 
Which felt, is then impossible to part. 

Yes, — he who reads thee better does become. 
Yes, — he who learns thee soon foregoes a vice. 
Yes, — he who acts thee, is a gentleman. 
And takes Christ crucified as his device. 

Great Prophet of the world's millennium sent 
To cure the evils we so much deplore. 
Shall hear ^ Veil done thou faithful servant'' said. 
When time and universe revolve no more. 

The test that all productions do receive. 
Is in innate capacity to live, 
Tho' this is hardly fair 'tis we that move. 
And thus reflective power cannot prove ; 
Principles on artificialism based. 
Are read, admired, lauded and disgraced. 
With meritricious halo they appear. 
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The public hot blast rockets their career^ 
As prepluperf superlatire are praised, « 

And are the messengers to kite tail raised^ 
The breath of fashion keeps the star in sight. 
But calm or school time soon destroys its flight. 
Then gibetted on chimney top or tree, 
Kain, wind and damp promote obscurity. 
We pn these effervescent souflets live. 
As for digestion have not time to give. 
And so the sounds with titlepage inspection ; 
Is laid aside for " some day's " calm reflection. 
" I heard a man say " and I thought it true. 
That no one *^ Milton's poems " twice read through^ 
Though we may passages have sifted clear, 
" Yet not tried to explore the base idea ; 
If this be true and by our sense forgiven. 
Yet is thei'e one design for which we've striven. 
Or basis for opinion that may see 
The cause which must exist for harmony. 
And so in our own mind secure a test. 
On which the judgment for support may rest. 
When troubled by that home thrust question why ? 
Thus gain respect from sharp enquiry. 
But conversation now is catechetical, 
" Beggar my neighbour — answer as pragmatical, 
" Know him ? seen this ? read that ? yes, no, have you ? 
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"Twas cleverly summed up in that review, 
"Win with the knave a rumour gaily dress'd^ 
You must excuse for time I am so press'd. 
Bye, bye, — the gingerbread pagoda storm'd, 
" Your friend just gone seems very well informed." 

These eggs of harlequin hatched in variety. 
Upon the hot bed of effete society. 
Thus glide the surface powerless to mark, » 

And as for Ught are but the tortuous spark. 
That on our tinder transitorily decks it. 
And blank*s our pleasure when they make their exit. 
Our friend of yesterday to day is strange. 
Our waistcoats ere their seen almost exchange. 
Cosmopolites without thought or invention. 
Because necessity's o'ercome intention. 
In social stream as floating straws transferrent. 
Thus glide or eddy influenced by the current, 
No hold upon ourselves or bank retain. 
So squirt along with " here we are again/' 
Beal poetry as sense to them is flat, 
The hat and wig'd old gentleman had sat. 
Upon the bank completely disregarded. 
But hat and wig blown in some few retarded, . 
Which in adhering to the fluff he fish'd up. 
And as a legislative dam are hitch'd up. 
Or sort of mole society to guide. 
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And thus more regularly course the tide ; 

The high float on in carelessness and levity^ 

The low kept down in dull and dreary gravity. 

As mud still at the bottom dead remain. 

And firm compressed the freakish stream sustain ; 

In grief he sits the wayward course can't stem. 

His paper scrap submerged are lost to ken. 

The thith it teaches and the hope it wishes. 

Become the prey of trunk and butter fishes. 

Well we must thank the Government for keeping. 

Four copies of each work for ever sleeping. 

In the museums to urge curiosity, 

Altho' to do it tax our generosity. 

And willingly this tax I liquidate, 

^^ Conscience can send up small sums to the state,'* 

Besides its pleasant feeling now forlorn. 

Your work is kept for ages yet unborn. 

Or 'till the use in practice superseded, 

May rest contented as now no longer needed ; 

But each town that " Free Library " can boast. 

May have a copy sent iihem by the post. 

It is not much to " freedom " that I proffer. 

And not my fault if they decline the offer ; 

Pray do not think this act deserving praise. 

We all are generous if the action pays. 

But here on book extension would enquire. 
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How best to satisfy a just desire^ 

We want them cheap we also want them good. 

We want them written to be understood^ 

Also that when a subject's been well treated. 

It should not uselessly be re-repeated ; 

Take dictionaries, sadly one is wanted. 

From reputation so can take for granted 

Ko definition will be here inserted. 

That can by other words be controverted; 

The laws of spelling also re-arranged. 

And gross anomalies at once exchanged. 

That have enquiry so much perplexed. 

And often almost stultified the text. 

Thus brought out and correctness now possessing. 

Would be to anxious mothers quite a blessing; 

Upon old systems soon would make corrections, 

*^ A law is not a law that has exceptions." 

Now can in confidence for work prepare. 

And walk secure from trap, gin, spike or snare, , 

The rules being simple easily impart, 

And write unaided as we've learned by heart. 

With dictionaries not alone would deal. 

All ground work should an overhauling feel. 

Examined, noted, sensibly discussed. 

The public now will freely buy in trust. 

Being free from crude and often false empericism. 
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And thus evade the use of frequent criticism. 

But now the booksellers and critics pull,* 

At the poor author s pocket, peace and skull, 

Deteriorate to crush the rival house. 

And then iniquitously they carouse, 

Exchange their winds and whittle well the spear. 

That shaU for ever make him disappear, 

With treble bladed paper cutter dash 

In near conclusion then concoct their hash. 

The isolated sentence quaint they shew it. 

That if not titled one would hardly know it ; 

Their reasoning now a train does suspend. 

That does upset or undermine the end. 

Thus sacrificed a false intention traces. 

The arguments advertently misplaces. 

Cries ** cock a doodle do " as infant smothers. 

Come on I'm ready for a dozen oliiers. 

Must clear the table, so reporter flies. 

And now I've space sniff the quarterUes, 

Which are so dish'd up and in such command. 

You'd think he'd had them full a month on hand. 

Three days Sir fills this cloud with thunder full. 

Their comprehensive speed is wonderful, 

Their guages are so various all can fit. 

And so a subject easily can hit, 

'^ Enough's been said to shew the cause is weak, 

♦ Written before publication of Part First. 
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^' The reasoning faulty to the ^nd not speak , 
" Not time afford to more at length review, 
*' But recommend the author should pursue. 
The art of breaking stones or Cabbage planting. 
As common sense is evidently wanting, 
'* For literature he best had nail the shutter, 
*' Thus be content as com or daisy cutter. 
To pass his life, and never more aspire. 
To come in range of our paperial fire, 
(Pray take the hint 'of course not meaning cruel. 
As we are well supplied with gratis fuel.) 
What's this a work by some accepted gun, 
^^ Of course its faultless or should be undone, 
** Each scrap does here upon the surface shew, 
'* Who is the author if we did not know ; , 
** The party 'neath the trees so clear describes, 
** And could divide the wood in separate tribes, 
** The waterfall so indistinctly heard, 
** Southeys Lowdore '* does conjure by a word ; 
** The picnic luncheon on the grass displayed, 
" The very eggs proclaim which mother laid ; 
^^ And on the dresses such condensed relation, 
" Might tho' regretted spare the conversation ; 
"This work is so imbued in manly thought. 
That all will buy it but if not they ought. 
And prophecy ere first edition's gone. 
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The second largely be^ubscribed upon. 
Base payment oidy here Indeed's a slight, 
^^ The author should be. made a baronet. 
And tho' republic is the land of letters. 
Yet think this case deserves the rings and fetters. 
Then tie the fcetid bouquet with this band, 
" None living and few dead by him may stand," 
Post off to press the fulsome deed now done. 
And think from author you're in credit — one. 

Now let us turn to him with thoughtful mind. 

Who wishes to instruct or please mankind. 

By means which soon will leave none quite unknown. 

And has the power to speak to all alone. 

In early life how sensitively feels. 

Each word, look, action, which his mind reveals. 

As thoughtlessly for him are gaily said. 

But he will add them up when he*s in bed ; 

Yes every idle word must have a mission. 

Must tend to truth or else to superstition. 

And if not injuring others who are true. 

In its rebound may somehow injure you, 

O then keep careful watch upon your tongue. 

For if perchance propriety's unstrung, 

May use expressions which when once proponded, 

Make some one else if not yourself confounded. 
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Those little ears that wait the little eye^ 

Do so absorb and mentally supply^ 

To test the spirits strength in fear exempt^ 

And if*he fail will feel for you contempt^ 

Withdraw his confidence and learns to roam. 

For that which should grow bounteously at home. 

School days applauded by our busy men 
Profess they'd give all to regain again 
That happy thoughtless joyousness of life. 
To counteract their daily mental strife ; 
Propose to them to carry out their wish, 
Ketire from business give up catching fish. 
Enjoy in full the freedom nature gives 
As he alone is bless'd who with her lives — 
'* What — give up carriage, jewellry, society ? 
I mean the fashionable forced propriety — 
'* Give up my * petit choisis' that delight, 
'* And feed by starts my piquant appetite ? 
*^Give up this charming life so artificial ? 
" Which in my heart I own is prejudicial — 
^'Could nature compensate if I should buy it. 
It would not cost much, for a fortnight try it ; 
Then if its pleasures please you to pursue. 
Give it next year suppose a month or two; — 
If of simplicityxyou now complain. 
Don't wish your schoolboy nature back again. 
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Of well known " school days " to repeat am loath. 
Men are but children of a larger growth — 
Keverse the maxim and its true as plain 
That little children are but little men — 
School,— call it education's temple sham. 
Where useless pedantry you learn to cram. 
Where despotism teaches due submission. 
School, — it is simply freedom's inquisition. 
But progress hastens to the gender neuter. 
When every one will to himself be tutor. 
Will learn by feeling rather than by law. 
And say * delightful ' not a hotrid bore — 
Now tutors, ushers, rods, sticks, canes and task. 
May go where those who wish them need not ask. 

The reason we to school our children bring 
To divide the mother's apron string. 
Make friends, discern his place and learn by heart, 
That which in life will recognise his part. 
And so where'er by fortune may be hurled. 
Upon his legs must fall if in the world ; 
The knock down does but stimulate ambition 
So tries again to qualify condition. 
Grinds, notes, dog ears, that he may humbug grapple. 
Who does reward him with a rotten apple. 
Yes this indeed, the object for exertion,.. . 
Which none I think will state is an aspersion, 
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Of mother's strmgs the argument forego^ 

As children now their parents hardly know^ 

Should they in dainty boudoir he incursory. 

Are soon remanded upstairs to the nursery. 

On making friends^ how few there are who find 

They can the fervent schoolboy friendship bind^ 

Paths soon diverge and then it is as well 

You should not causes for your actions tell. 

Your selfish reasoning to yourself may yield. 

But could not well from otherg be concealed 

So should you meet the once school friend who stops. 

He will recall a fight for lolipops, 

As to real interest in you derivative. 

You find you'd better not have been inquisitive. 

To learn his place will this no doubt have reason. 

It can't be found to early in the season. 

But the reverse our private schools still make it. 

Not here be humbled rather teach to take it. 

Sneak, bully, tip, fag, brag, deride and quiz. 

My little master now well hated is. 

As usher strengthen d on this throne so hollow. 

Will when he can through life the system follow, — 

At school, at home, this sycophant outvies 

In teaching common people to despise ; — 

The people !— why his grandsire was a waiter. 

And his papa a lucky speculator. 
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Ah ! well does Eton still maintain her hold^ 

Upon affections that are now grown old. 

Why is it that an Eton man when seen ? 

You' know at once where he's instructed been ; — 

Here gains that lasting stamp that does commensurate. 

And tone the thoughts the future will eventuate, — 

Because its laws so centre on the plan. 

That best can make the English gentleman ; 

Yes here the system's been so long pursued. 

As to all new improvemjnt quite exclude ; — 

No prefect upstarts placed at head of rooms. 

To fag the lives out of the fresh new brooms; 

No currying favour sneakishly to buy. 

Through parents gifts, that which the mind can't try ; 

No class position which to rank atones, 

A duke is here no better than John Jones ; 

But what gives Eton this superior tone. 

Is that each boy's a sleeping room alone. 

Feels that he here is master with impunity. 

Thus really isolated in community, 

Gains character or rather self command. 

Because he has a base on which to stand ; 

Feels justice strong as he is in possession ; — 

And so can firmly stand against aggression ; 

Yes Eton is a practical democracy. 

Which is the life's blood of our aristocracy. 
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And tho* they're taught here muchthat may be useless. 
And tho' they're not taught subjects now excuseless. 
They learn here (which through life they ne'er forget,) 
A gentleman's not made through etiquette. 

We will forego the author in his study. 
Where every thing is first, but all unready. 
Where notes, strips, tickets, slips, stuck anywhere. 
Outvie the work-stall at a fancy fair. 
Where books are spread the one upon another. 
That in excess the object sought will smother; 
Or else the study in some public room. 
Where he some sheets of foolscap does consume. 
Begins and ends with life and noise about. 
But in exclusiveness is not put out. 
Can write on clear in contemplative vigilance 
The noise thus tend to stimulate his diligence. 
As silence would be his attention breaking. 
To write in public is as public speaking. 
It is a hone his intellect to clear. 
And wins more wit than logical idea. 
Will do offhand to gain the object needed. 
And so the use of study's superseded ; 
Thus each machine is to our view unfurled. 
The man who writes within, and out the world. 

So universal is the art of writing, 
The Penny Postage set us all enditing. 
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(Tho' if to half-penny the stamp reduce. 
Myself the head more frequently should use ; ) 
This system cheap has silenced the unwilling. 
Who for each letter had to pay a shilling. 
Which in the news and social chat contained 
About twelve times as much at present penn'd ; 
Now — a few paragraphs on half a sheet. 
Stick, stamp, direct, the ntessage is complete. 
But formerly this social operation 
Required something like premeditation ; 
First of the family how it employs. 
Itself in business and its health enjoys ; — 
Then the review, or rather monthly diary 
That well should satisfy the wishd enquiry ; 
Now to detail each individual person. 
And their amusements pleasantly rehearse on, 
Follow'd by neighbourhood, remarks endite 
So close discuss them as to bring to light. 
Their character, acts, conduct, conversation. 
Or anything on which an observation 
Can be inserted, so it but amuse. 
And thus the social scandal they diffuse ; 
Then comes first postscript, are intentions stated 
As mere surmises not yet ventilated. 
Which cross, aslant, and to be better read 
The whole is interlined and written red. 
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Now folds, tucks in, each laden with appeal. 
Except the half moon where you base the seal. 
Then — as into the oflBice it's received. 
You find yourself considerably relieved. 

The first production we'll suppose is finish'd^ 
I's dotted, superfluities diminished. 
Have re-arranged and argued the connection 
To parry off the force of an objection. 
Thus give the answer ere the question's put. 
Or leave it if the point must still be moot ; 
Have circumscribed the circumstantiality. 
Thus quickened has the phases of reality ; 
The word is mark'd, that plain would mislead. 
Or to make clear the sentence must re-read ; 
Each character been touched to act complete 
The part intended, will prevent retreat ; 
Nought now remains you feel you've done your best. 
And therefore come what may ** contented " rest. 

But who will publish, why did one refiise ? 
And why did two so carelessly peruse ? 
JTiree shuns the work as if in fear and dread. 
And four upheaves it as a lump of lead ; 
Five is so busy ; six must needs curtail. 
As he has still too much on hand for sale ; 
Seven will print it, not at his expense. 
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And eight will do it but no recompence ; — 
At each refusal pride receives a fall^ 
So takes eight's offer tho' no pay at all ; 
(When I've a name the booksellers shall see. 
That for my manuscript must bend to me ;) 

Philosophy the friend of those who fail. 
Points out the good that evil does entail. 
And kindly whispers ** 'tis and act of merit. 
As impaid labours spring from public spirit ;" 
Though false in the free will not having play. 
For public good must first refuse the pay. 
But still despondency is not particular. 
And grasps a reed to prop the perpendicular. 

The proof sheets are examined and corrected. 

Mistakes appearing not before suspected, 

As black and white the work is now in print. 

The cast is still there, tho' you've cured the squin 

Removing this, each leaf so oft read o'er 

Are careless now to open placed before. 

It's out, and in the window marked as ** new," 

The papers each a copy for review ;* 

But of the Press a volume should endite 

Its columns aid the rabid, friends to bite. 

They guide th' unstable mind how to progress. 

The mob obeys, the hero bum or bless, 
^YTritten before publicalion of Part First. 
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Opinions spread — ^that in the frequent reading. 
The worn out doctrine slowly's superseding. 
Until the tap root they at length assail. 
And right and wrong does for the time prevail: 
But woe to him, who tries its course to check. 
Had better tie a rope about his neck ; 
Public opinion if denied to write. 
Will in assemblies secretly unite. 
And that which free had pass'd as squib or cracker. 
May now the very Constitution shatter ; 
Yes, leave alone — oppression serves to stimulate. 
And wrong from right will of itself illuminate. 
Yes, leave alone — opinion free to act. 
Is greater strength than if an army back'd. 
Now — off my little boat, thy rudder set 
Some day across the Serpentine may get ; 
Tho' a leviathan wherry run thee down 
Or 'gainst a post abruptly may be blown ; 
No star to guide thy cause through foggy night ; 
No telegraph to say thou art in sight; 
No standard waves thy presence on the course ; 
The press pass by ; dispatch not time to pause; 
The news details not even thy first start ; 
The globe knows not ; the sun no rays impart ; 
No leader draws ; no interest to examiner ; 
Lloyd's underwriters know not what we cram in her ;. 
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No herald prophecies thy keel will sedges stir. 
And record — name or cargo will not register ; 
Britannia, Age, John Bull, engage spectator. 
And I've not time to be my own tide waiter ; 
Blow gentle gale and grant some shore it find, 
** Birds pick up bread that's given to the wind,** 
So cast my crust in silence on the waters 
And trust to readers as the best reporters ; 
So gales direct its course to where the land is 
More thickly peopled than Juan Fernandez ; 
Direct it that its crew may spread the sale. 
And that its cause may usefully prevail. 

O Literature refiner of the mind. 
Without thee nought securely is combined. 
In thy support as tower can withstand. 
Based on the rock that views the level sand ; 
O then secure this noble aim and end, 
And make of Literature a lasting friend, 
'Twill ne'er desert and never disappoint. 
Will act as oil when heart is out of joint. 
Will sool^e each grief, for every loss atone. 
And teach thee God is sooner found ahne ; 
Will smooth thy pillow on thy dying bed. 
If you have early sought, will now overspread 
A halo that shall make thee wish to give 
Another life that you might learn to live 



I 



121 



More inly with the voices of the dead, 
And be more happy as you more have read. 
Reflected, and the consequence control 
To cause expansion and enlarge the whole. 
Make angles meet and parts with parts agree 
Then — tho' still trembling might exclaim ^^ I see." 

Thus daily feel the benefit and bless 
The man who introduced the printing press ;— 
Oral instruction aided by thy hand. 
Can ramify a truth throughout the land ; 
Unites the nations in a bond secure. 
The reasoning clear will cause it to endure ; 
Bursts barriers put for tyranny's defence. 
And ushers in the reign of common sense — 
Sound Equity in Justice thus supreme. 
No shadows intervene to check the beam 
Grief, pain and ruin lost in calm delight. 
Now truth can say ** whatever is is right." 

The book at railway station stall is seen, — 
As pen's requested for a magazine ; — 
Surveys the phases ih&t produce reflection. 
And by exposure influence attention ; 
At public meetings does obtain admission. 
Though called to advocate false superstition. 
Or to extend the cause of perfect freedom. 
Does weigh the words of 4iim who hopes to lead them ; 
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At church review the doctrines which pervade^ 

And chain the use for which the temple's made. 

Here singles out distinctions rightly read. 

Are bullets pendant bj a silken thread ; 

At theatres exposes faulty action. 

That maj thus uttered dignify detraction. 

And strain the natural appreciation, 

Altho' great names may give in consecration ; 

On structures architectural observes. 

If they ignore the angle, breadth, or curves. 

Thus disobeying laws that In evasion. 

Give unreflection a false education ; 

Concerts attends and hears with pain or pleasure. 

Notes that proclaim the heart is in the measure. 

Or notes that vanity within promotes 

And which the hearers sense of shame provokes ; 

Procession's in the crowd contented stands. 

Attentive notes the feeling it commands. 

Does nationality the cause espouse ? 

Does it a genuine nobleness arouse ? 

Or is it drum and trumpet, tinsel, oil. 

Seen but to just relax the daily toil ? 

By road side gates, or commons pleasant waste. 

By thoroughfares where all appear in haste. 

At the exchange, docks, fairs, or country inn. 

At funerals, weddings, the resort of sin. 
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At galleries^ gardens^ balls^ museums^ shops^ 
At factories, work-rooms, among farming crops^ 
All form a subject for reflection brief. 
And touch the chords of happiness or grief ; 
If cleax contrasting — ^then the Poet's plan, 
" The proper study of mankind is man," 
Must elevate the heart of him who'd learn. 
And call earth happy tho' to heaven it yearn. 
Unite the sever'd threads to prove the prayer. 
And see that God indeed is every where. 

Thus observation followed with delight. 

At length will pall upon the appetite, 

Tho' pleasant to set up as a reviewer. 

But man should also be a public doer ; — 

Its very well a fact to dwell upon. 

The question is Sir, what yourself have done ? 

Show practical exertion, solid pudding, 

I'hat all have seen and say there is some good in. 

Then your remarks considerably may lengthen. 

As action tends philosophy to strengthen ; 

But if no show, we'd beg you understand. 

Philosophy must prove its truth by hand. 

Not like young curates* inexperienced prate. 

It's through the deed that you must educate. 

Though truths may utter, yet when felt within, 

*A11 denominations. 
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Uproot where now decapitate a sin. 

Yes — soon we'll learn how useless is coercion. 

Unless exampled by our own exertion. 

Therefore begin that you may die resigned. 

In leaving something useful to mankind. 

That shaU your memory in grace surround it ;~ 

Thus leave the world much better than you found it- 

To settle down indeed's a serious thought 
The future to your sense being daily brought. 
Compels attention, and desire to roam 
Being weakened, think prospectively of home; 
That good old song, whilst England has a lung. 
May " e'er so humble, home sweet home " be sung. 
Makes Demagogues despair, and Chartists wince,— 
Though equalizing peasant. Peer and Prince, 
Surveys the base, though small be the possession. 
But in that base is causeless of aggression. 
Give but a home, a little freehold brought 
Withinthe power of all, there may be taught 
That social order from the hearth must centre. 
That happiness in confidence may enter 
Secure from storms without, thus land release. 
Then we may hope crime, theft and sin will cease; 
But if we still deny this just demand. 
The Gaol and Workhouse soon will grasp the land. 
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Should trade but slacken^ capital depart^ 
Or be outbidden at the foreign mart, 
With no reserve misfortune thus to face. 
What can they do who have no dwelling place. 
O then at once a tax on freehold forge. 
That shall compel the acred to disgorge 
Extensive tracts that now are doomed to waste. 
That they may ffratify exclusive taste ; 
And thus the poor th^st out, despairing pine 
That pride may say " all you now see is mine." 

But in the social circle dead's the fate 
Of him who must accept the single state, 
St. Paul may preach, but if he once had tarried, 
Had learn'd God's worshipp'd best by him who's married. 
That tho' beneficence may widely spread, 
'Tis but the seed sown when the heart Is dead, 
And though peculiar blessings him befriends, 
Th' Almighty as a rule this state condemns. 
As in the Gospel clearly you perceive 
** Whoso is able, it* let him receive," 
Yes, single life a blessing may Inherit, 
If duty forced them to a broken spirit, 

♦ Though— -i7 — clearly applies to the foregoing Commandment, yet 
t/— will also apply to the condition for which the commandment is 
applicable. — Li these days of close enquiry and as our pulpits are 
continuatty pointing out inacurate reMings of Scripture, the Bible 
should be translated as perfectly and as impartially as possible. 
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But men a broken spirit seldom vex^ 
A& it's sin's heir-loom to the gentler sex ; 
When war, revenge, oppression bow to peace. 
They from this consequence may hope release. 

Where find what you may wish the answer where. 
Must leave to chance to inwardly declare 
A marriage made in heaven true may prove 
To those who build their trust on simple love. 
Not look to social influence for support. 
But in each other, love that nature taught 
To our first parents, in themselves to feel 
That strength, which from the world they will conceal 
To spread at home, thus daintily to give 
That charm to home, and for which home they live. 

The country house where friends at Christmas meet. 
Good wishes and kind words to each repeat ; 
Here — sever'd social bonds the year has cast 
Upon the world, at Christmas are made fast. 
And telling tales that interest may inspire 
As gathered round the log consuming fire. 
Each take their turn, are happy in the praise 
That amply past exertion now repays. 
Until the embers softly losing light. 
Warn them to rest, so wish a kind good night. 

The country ball now calls for thought and care^ 
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We all should try to please and so prepare 

To dress as simplj natural but neat 

Not to attract but to prevent retreat. 

That so when spoken to, can gems display. 

Which silence keeps till you attention pay. 

And thus in animating conversation. 

Give unaware the heart innoculation; 

Now dancing with the grace that nature gives 

To art, if it but willingly receives 

The lesson, crowns proficiency perfection. 

Which e'en the cynic cannot point objection; 

Yes dancing may be counted nature's key. 

That must devulge the innate tendency. 

And thus exposing is a truthful test 

On which the judgment may securely rest; 

Attracted now by one who in each action 

Thus simply dancing for the satisfaction 

Without a drawback or prepared disguise, 

** The pure within are pure to other eyes," 

The mind alike reflecting and refracting, "* 

Compell'd attention tho' without exacting. 

Gave freedom ease, but in that ease submission, * ' 

Softening without observing the transition. 

Exchanged and won, in winning has revealed 

A feeling that before lay deep concealed. 

That seeks in the possession fdl repose. 
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And whilst it does this confidence disclose^ 
Breathes out a sentence ne'er to be withdrawn. 
But budding blushing blooms though newly born,- 
Entwines in dinging, self now lost to self. 
Feels unshared thought is virtually stealth; 
Thus mutually comparing, learn to lead 
Opinions to unite or supersede. 
Or if they still exist to soar alone. 
May cause a fracture in the union. 

Now one — each all in all to other tied. 
Are maxried ere she is an earthly bride ; - 
So as they both before the altar knelt. 
Did but repeat what previously they felt -m/. 
Ere they had entered in the marriage band. 
That satisfied their friends on either hand. 
And Ao^s obtain for both a sure futurity ; 
But love will look within for its security. 
No settlements that so engender strife. 
And often tause a bitterness for life, 
IJ)id they allow to legally secure, 
Ber own possessions were to her made sure ; 
He proved his means sufficient to suppo^ • 
And so the union to conclusion brought. 

Life gliding onwards plenteously bestows 
That happiness the singA heart forgoes. 
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Their occupations jointly learn to share^ 
The interest^ observation and the care. 
Thus work ccnnbine, and in the working earn 
Those silent thanks that are the best return ; — 
Each seconds each to double the delight. 
First tested by their pole star — " is it right ?" 
With common sense td satisfy decision, 
No,w gaily revel, careless of derision ; 
Thus she abroad, or visiting her neighbours. 
Forgets herself in interest for their labours. 
Looses the lady and in loosing finds. 
The lady every action firmly binds. 

So disposition'd, naught can intervene. 
To ruffle or disturb their closing scene : 
As they throu^life on GoD have firm believed. 
Are thankful for the benefits received^ 
Have no ill will to otliers, that release ^ 

Or pardon must obtain ere feel at peace ; ^ 

Their spirits speeding upward far away, . 

Leave but the shell, and bask in opening day. 
Learn truths that over bore contracted thought. 
Now, in the wide expanse are cleaiy brought ^ 

Within the power of reason to explain. 
And see in pnule iftat naught is made in vain ; « 

That Heaven through justice, truth, and word must prove 
Ere God in his expansiveness can lover # 
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Must bring each heart through innate action guided^ 
To seek for grace and if with grace resided, 
Becomes a spirit that when life is o'er. 
Shall Hallelujah sing for evermore. 
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